I,  ARTHUR  A.  SANDUSKY,  hcroby  certify: 

1.  That  I  an  Chiof  of  the  Doour.ont  Division  of 
tho  International  Prosecution  Section,  G.  H.Q.,  S.  C.A.  P. , 
and  as  suoh  havo  possession,  custody  end  control  of  original 
or  copios  of  all  documents  obtainod  by  the  said  Section, 

2,  That  the  follov.’ing  described  1»P. S,  documents 
wore  among  documents  rccoivcd  by  the  International  Prosecu¬ 
tion  Section  from  tho  Secrotary  of  Stato  of  tho  United 
States  as  being  true  and  correct  photostatic  reproductions 
of  tho  original  documents,  uhich  aro  maintained  in  tho  filos 
of  tho  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,C,i 
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Clear 

Washington 
December  18,  1941 


&  *  ML 


AMERICAN  LEGATION 


' 


IiTE-H  331,  eighteenth. 

JL  EltCnli  II  TERES Tb 

Please  request  the  Swiss  Government  through  its 
representative  at  Tokyo  to  wake  a  communication  in  the 
following  sense  to  the  Jupenese  Government: 

QUOTE  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  as  a  party  to  the  Genova 
Prisoner  of  War  Convention  and  the  Goneva  Red 
Cross  Convention,  both  of  July  27,  1929,  to 
apply  the  provisions  of  those  conventions. 

It  is,  furthermore,  the  intention  of  the  Government 
of  the  united  States  to  apply  the  provisions 
of  the  Geneva  Prisoner  of  War  Convention  to 
any  civilian  enemy  aliens  that  may  be  interned, 
in  so  far  as  the  provisions  of  that  convention 
uay  be  adaptable  thereto. 

Although  the  Japanese  Government  is  a  sig¬ 
natory  of  the  above  conventions,  it  is  under¬ 
stood  not  to  have  ratified  the  Geneva  Prisoner 
of  VJQr  Convention.  |  Tho  Government  of  the  United 
States  nevertheless  hopes  t’*t  the  Japanese 
Government  will  apply  the  provisions  of  both 
conventions  reolprocally  in  tho  above  sense. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  would 
appreciate  receiving  an  expression  of  the  in¬ 
tentions  of  the  Japanese  Government  in  this 
_ respect.  UKQUOIE  • 
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PLAIN 


Dated  Fubruary  4,  1942 
Rood*  2 \'A-k  p.m. 


Secretary  of  State  • 

Washington 
398,  fourth. 

AI4ERICaN  ETTEIESTS ,  JAPAN 

Reference  Department' a  331,  December  18.  Swiss  Minister, 
Tokyo,  telegraphs  January  30  as  follows  "Japanese  Government 
has  Informed  me j  'first.  Japan  is  strictly  observing 
Geneva  Rod  Cross  Convention  as  a  signatory  state.  Second. 
Although  not  bound  by  the  Convention  relative  treatment 
prisoners  of  war  Japan  will  apply  mutatis  mutanlis  pro¬ 
visions  of  that  Convention  to  American  prisoners  of  war 


in  its  power.'" 
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1EIE0RAM  SENT 


PLAIN 


February  14,  1942 


AMERICAN  LEGATION 


446,  fourteenth. 

Please  request  the  Swiss  Government  to  inform  the  Japanese 
Government  (1)  that  this  Government  has  reoeived  disquieting 
reports  that  there  is  being  Imposed  upon  Araerioan  civilians  in 
areas  in  the  Philippines  occupied  by  the  Japanese  forces  an 
extremaly  rigid  and  harsh  rogirne  involving  abuse  and  humila- 
tion;  (2)  that  this  Government  desires  to  roceivo  from  the 
Japanese  Government  assurances  wither  that  a  thorough 
investigation  by  the  appropriate  Japanese  authorites  has 
disclosed  the  incorrectness  of  these  reports  or  that  imaediate 
and  effective  steps  have  been  talcen  to  remedy  the  situation 
and  to  accord  to  Americans  in  the  Philippines  moderate  treatment 
similar  to  that  being  extended  by  this  Government  to  Japanese 
nationals  in  its  territory;  (3)  that  this  Government  expects 
that  the  same  general  principles  with  regard  to  the  treatment 
of  enony  aliens,  both  detained  and  at  liberty,  which  are  set 
forth  in  its  telegrams  no.  331  Peoembor  18th  and  no.  219, 

January  26th,  and  which  this  Government  is  applying  in  its 
treatment  of  Japanese  nationals  on  American  territory,  will 
be  applied  by  the  Japanese  to  American  nationals  on  Jcpanese 
and  Japanose-ocoupied  territory;  (4)  that  if  assurances 
cannot  be  given  by  the  Jupanose  Government  that  these  principles 
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2-446 ,  February  14,  to  Bern 


will  be  applied  the  treatment  of  American  nationals,  not  only 
oa  Japanese  occupied  territory  in  the  Philippines  but  throughout 
Japanese  and  Japanese-oocupied  territories,  it  nay  be  necessary 
for  this  Government  to  reconsider  its  polioy  of  according  to 
Japanese  nationals  on  its  territory  the  moat  liberal  treatment  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  national  safety. 

Please  ask  the  Swiss  Government  if  it  iB  in  a  position  to 
send  a  representative  to  the  Philippines  or  has  a  representative 
available  in  the  Philippines,  to  request  permission  for  a  Swiss 
representative  to  visit  Japanese-occupied  territory  in  the 
Philippines  in  order  to  investigate  the  situation  of  American 
nationals  there* 

Please  inform  the  International  Conmittee  of  the  Red  cross 
of  the  reports  which  this  Government  has  reoeived  regarding  the 
harsh  treatment  of  American  civilians  in  Japanese-occupied  Philippine 
territory  and  request  it  to  endeavor  to  investigate  the  situation 
in  that  territory.  Mr,  Iterc  Peter,  representative  in  Washington 
of  the  International  Committee  of  the  Red  Cross,  has  been  informed 
of  this  matter  and  has  stated  his  intention  of  communicating  with 


the  Conmittee  by  cable  with  regard  to  it 
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DQtod  February  24,  1942 
Ree'd  7:29  p.m. 


SECRETLY  OF  STATE, 


IftiSHDiGTd'I . 


733,  twenty -fourth. 


AMERICA  INTERESTS ,  J.JA1I. 

Swiss  Foreign  Office  note  February  19  advises  it  called 
attention  Swiss  Minister  Tokyo  to  contradictions  existing  in 
reports  of  treatment  accordod  .jaoricans  in  Japanese  occupiod 
torritory  (soe  Legation's  514,  Fobruary  11)  and  Minister  replied 
by  telogram  Fobruaiy  17. 

Minister  states  that  he  consulted  with  Swiss  Charge  d'Affcires 
Shanghai  regarding  other  representations  to  be  made  to  Japanese 
Government.  He  then  says  "Ministry  of  Foreign  ..ffuirs  sent  mo  now 
noto  declaring  Japan  will  apply  on  condition  of  reciprocity  Genova 
Convention  for  treatmont  prisoners  of  war  and  civilian  internees 
in  so  far  cs  convention  shall  bo  appliocblc,  aid  that  thoy  shall 
not  bo  forced  to  perform  labor  against  their  will.  American 
civilians  detained  in  all  Jnpanoso  territories  numbor  134.  condi¬ 
tions  applied  to  them  arc  more  favorablo  than  contemplated  by  1 
convention.  Their  provisioning  in  broad,  buttor,  eggs,  meat,  boat¬ 
ing  oil,  coal  and  fats  assurod  by  Japan.  Thoy  can  receive  from 
outsldo  gifts  of  food  and  clothing.  Dospito  inconvonionc c  which 
arrangement  presents  Japcn  thoy  ure  specially  dotained  in  vicinity 
of  residence  of  their  fumilies  in  ordor  that  latter  can  soothom 
more  easily.  Intomoos  arc  visited  from  time  to  time  by  doctor  and 
sick  persons  can  oonsult  doctor  from  outside  end  obtain  admission 
subsequently  to  hospital*  They  arc  permitted  to  road  papers,  books. 


Serial  # 0 
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Qnd  liston  to  Jrpanoso  radio  and  to  go  out  subject  to  certain 


restrictions  if  thoy  submit  valid  roasons." 


Minister  continuos  that  such  statomonts  must  bo  verified  on 


spot  but  that  ho  has  not  yot  boon  able  obtain  requested  permission 


for  regular  vicits  by  hie  cpocial  ropresontativo  at  Tokyo  and  at 


Yokohama.  Promisos  aro  continually  undo.  Upon  two  visits  which 


wore  made  to  Tokyo  and  ono  to  Yokohama  internees  did  not  complain 
but  gavo  rath  or  impression  of  mental  suffering.  Ministor  finally 
adds  **os  for  reports  from  other  cities  in  Japan  I  have  again  insisted 
that  my  delegates  bo  allowed  to  verify  internoos  living  conditions. 
Until  now  I  have  had  no  particular  information.  I  do  not  see 


necessarily  any  contradiction  botween  this  situation  and  that 


reported  in  Chine  whoro  the  internees  may  bo  worse  troated.  Foreign 
Ministry  assures  me  Japan  will  do  all  in  its  powor  to  extend  g>od 
treatment  but  is  not  in  a  position  to  offer  standard  of  living 
equal  to  that  of  /jncrioan  for  conditions  between  two  countries  are 


so  differont.  Japanese  peoplo  aro  poor  and  contontod  with  littlo  from 


which  facts  arise  difficulties  concerning  treatment  of  foreign 
internoos.  Regarding  noninternod  .jnericans  situation  good  according 
to  thoir  own  statements.  Assure  .jnorican  Government  that  I  am 


attentively  following  question  both  with  Foreign  Office  and  with  my 


reprosontat ivos . " 
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Dated  lterch  9,  1942 
Reo'd  6  j30  p.m. 


Secretary  of  State, 
Washington, 


948,  Ninth. 

AMERICAN  INTERESTS,  JAPAN,  TREATMENT  AMERICANS. 

Legation's  514,  February  12  and  733,  February  24^J 

Swiss  Legation  Tokyo  telegraphs  March  2s  "Re¬ 
ferring  to  Information  communicated  my  telegram  February  17  (see 
Legation's  733)  Japanese  Government  denies  that  American  citizens 
are  submitted  to  unfavorable  treatment.  I  reproduce  in  substance 
following  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Minister  Togo:  'American 
citizens  whom  you  are  endeavoring  to  protect  enjoy  proper  treat¬ 
ment  as  you  hove  been  able  to  judge  from  your  visits.  Ihe  Govern¬ 
ment  is  not  in  possession  of  complete  details  for  all  occupied 
territories  but  an  official  of  Japanese  Consulate  General  Hong  Kong 
has  taken  over  American  Consulate  General  after  fall  of  that 
colony  and  has  done  his  best  obtain  as  many  facilities  as  possible 
for  American  officials.  Accordance  their  desire  all  American 
personnel  (consisting  13  persons)  and  7  members  American  Bnbassy 
were  put  together  January  9  in  two  buildings  chosen  by  American 
Consul  himself.  They  have  expressed  their  thanks  for  treatment 
accorded.  They  are  authorized  go  out  twice  weekly  escorted  by 
Japanese  official.  Their  food  sufficiently  assured  by  Japanese 
Army  and  all  in  good  health.  Adequate  protection  likewise  accorded 
other  American  citizens.  In  addition  26  members  American  Consulate 
General  Manila  benefit  same  treatment  as  consuls  all  other  countries; 
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2-940,  Mirch  9,  from  Bom 


they  live  in  building  belonging  American  citizen  in  Pasaynang 
Howrood  in  suburbs  Ifanila,  They  have  also  thanked  Japanese 
Consulate  General  for  indulgent  treatment  given  them  and  have 
told  us  that  they  suffer  no  privation.  Treatment  given  other 
American  citizens  by  Japanese  military  authorities  no  less 
indulgent  in  principle.  Old  people,  mothers  of  young  children, 
the  sick  and  prognant  women  are  not  detained  by  military 


authorities.  ^Apprehensions  American  Government  based  on 
information  from  unknown  source  and  citing  no  exact  facts 
are  therefore  without  foundation.  Japanese  authorities  will 
continue  accord  facilities  to  Swiss  Minister  for  his  visits 
to  internment  camps 

Swiss  MLnister  adds  that  concerning  last  point  Minister 
Togo's  letter  authorities  still  oroate  nevertheless  difficulties 
for  visiting  internment  camps,  in  particular  oausing  delays  for 
visits  of  Swiss  special  representatives.  Swiss  Minister  hopes 
eventually  obtain  all  necessary  facilities. 

FhuddleI 
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Washington 


torch  19,  1942 


AMERICAN  LEGATION 


712,  nineteenth. 

Your  733,  February  24,  and  865,  torch  4. 

AMERICaU  LiTIKEoTb  -  JAPAN 

Please  request  the  Swies  Government  to  inform  the  Japcnese 
Oov eminent  (one)  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
taken  note  of  the  Japanese  Government’s  declaration  that  it  will 
apply,  on  coalition  of  reciprocity,  the  Goneva  prisoners  of  War 
Convention  in  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war  und,  in  so  far  as 
the  provisions  of  the  Convention  shall  be  epplioablo,  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  civilian  internees,  and  that  the  latter  shall  not  be  forced 
to  perform  labor  cgcinst  their  will,  (two)  that  this  Government  did 
not  contemplate  and  has  not  made  use  of  the  provisions  of  Article  27 
of  the  Convention  to  compel  Japanoso  civilians  detained  or  interned 
by  it  to  labor  against  their  wills,  (throe)  that  this  Government  is 
preparing  for  presentation  to  the  Japanese  Government  proposals  for 

tho  carrying  out  of  the  Genova  Pi  isoners  of  War  and  Red  Cross  Conven- 

- 

tions  and  for  the  extension  of  applicable  provisions  of  the  Prisoners 
of  War  Convention  to  oivilian  intorneo3  and  temporary  c  etoinoes; 

(four)  that  the  following  rations  aro  provided  for  oach  Japanese 
national  dotainod  by  tho  Amerioan  authorities*  in  temporary  custody 
of  the  Dapurtmont  of  Justioe:  Weight  in  pounds  per  day  per  individual* 
Msats  and  fish,  0.75;  lard  and  cooking  oils,  0.15;  flour,  starches  and 
cereals,  0.80;  dairy  products,  1.00;  eggs  0.03;  sugir  and  gyrup,  0.25; 
bevoregos  (coffee  or  tea)  0.10;  potatoes  ond  root  vegetable  s,  1.00; 
leafy  green  or  yellow  vegetables,  0.60;  dried  vegetables  and  nuts,  0.10 J 
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fresh  fruita  and  berrios,  0.15;  drlod  fruits,  0*08;  raiacellaieous 
food  adjuncts,  0*015;  spicoo,  relishes  and  sauces,  0*10;  Japanese 
food,  0.06032;  Internod  in  thb  custody  of  the  '-'or  Department: 

Weight  in  ounces  per  day  per  individual:  meat,  18.0;  fresh  eggs,  one 
oach;  dry  vegetables  and  oerouls,  2.6;  fresh  vegetables,  21*0; 
fruit,  4.7;  bovorages,  coffoo,  2.0;  cocoa,  0.3;  toa,  0*05;  lard  and 
cooking  fats,  1.28;  butter,  2.0;  milk,  evuporatod,  1.0;  fresh,  8.0; 
flour  (wheat)  12.0;  sugar  and  syrup,  5.5;  macaroni,  0.25;  cheese, 

0.25;  spioes,  relishes  and  sauces,  0.984;  allowance  i3  made  in  the 
preparation  of  food  for  Japanese  national  and  racial  preferences, 
(five)  that  dotainoos  and  internees  are  permitted  to  rocoive  visits 
from  their  friends  end  relatives,  aro  rogularly  visitod  by  doctors 
and  ore  hospitalized  should  their  health  roquiro  it,  are  pemitted 
to  read  newspapers  and  books,  and  aro  held  in  gonoral  under  condi¬ 
tions  no  less  fuvorablo  than  those  which  tho  Japanose  Government 
statos  are  applied  to  Amorican  intemoos  in  its  hands;  (six)  that 
tais  Government  has  informod  tho  Spanish  Embassy  as  tho  protecting 
Power  for  Jr.panoso  interests  in  tho  United  States,  the  Swedish 
Legation  as  tho  protecting  Power  for  Japanese  intorosts  in  Hawaii, 
and  tho  Delegate  in  tho  United  3tctee  of  the  International  Red  Cross 
that  it  welcomes  visits  by  representatives  of  their  offices  to  all 
of  the  places  of  detention  of  detained  or  internod  Japon.se  nationals 
in  American  hands  and  that  representatives  of  the  Spanish  ©nbassy  have 
already  begun  to  visit  such  places  in  tho  United  States. 

WELLES 
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TElEGRiu'I  SENT 


P1AIN 

April  3,  1942 


PD 

AMERICAN  IEOaTION 
HERN 

853,  Third. 

Your  1031,  thirteenth  and  1231  twonty-sixth. 

AMERICAN  EiTERESTS  -  PHIUPFUCES  -  Treatment  American  citizens. 
Ploasu  request  the  Swiss  Govoroment  to  inform  tho  Japanese  Gov em— 

ment. 

(one)  That  tho  Amoricnn  Government  has  taken  note  of  the  statements 
of  tho  Japanese  Government  recording  the  treatment  aocordod  American 
nationals  in  the  Philippines, 

(two)  That  tho  American  Government  obtrlnod  tho  information 
referred  to  in  the  Department's  446  of  Fobruary  fourteenth  from  various 
souroes, 

(throe)  That  the  principal  source  of  disquiet  in  connection  with 
these  reports  is  the  epparont  reluctance  of  tho  Japanese  Government  to 
permit  tho  appointment  by  tho  International  Red  Cross  committee  of  an 
appropriate  neutral  obsorver  to  act  as  the  Cojamittoe's  dolegate  in  the 
Philippines!  and 

(four)  That  tho  apperont  reluctance  of  the  Japanese  Government  to 

*  •  9  •  .  i  M 

permit  tho  appointment  of  a  neutral  Red  Cross  dolegate  in  Hong  Kong  is  • 

also  a  source  of  considerable  disquiet  in  connection  with  reports 

*  * 

recoivod  from  verious  sources  rogerding  tho  condition  of  Amorioan 
citizens  at  that  placo. 

Ploaso  inform  tho  International  Rad  Cross  Coianittoe  that  you  are 
requesting  the  Swiss  Govenuaont  to  racko  this  c omnunication  to  tho 
Japanose  Government,  oonvoy  to  tho  Committee  this  Government' s  thanks 
for  its  efforts  in  connection  with  tho  appointmont  of  a  dolegnto  in  the 
Philippines,  airi  ask  it  to  furnish  you  for  tran  sales  ion  to  the  Department 
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information  regarding  the  preaont  status  of  the  request  which 
tills  Government  understands  it  has  made  for  J  panese  permission  to 


appoint  a  delegate  in  Hong  Kong 


ACTH.G 


740.00115;.  Pacific  V/ar/51 


SDiDGsLDL  PI  FE  Pn/H  A-L 


PURL :  http :  //www. legal -tools .  org/doc/93  da4f/ 


( a  w  k  m  i  ) 


> 

r\ 

4v’"0 

\  X 

^  § 


«  m  V  &  B-K  I  f?  a  1 1  $■  2  «:  III  j 

2  w  y  *  -N  s(4  a  «  ©  a  is  =r  id  iii  £  in 

tt  (3  I  O  III  I  S  f  III  '  @  U  n  I  1 1  III  I  v  IS  :b  1C 

&  ao  *n  -  s  «  -  *  ta  i&  «  \  a  4  u J 

Kt'vKaaeiitevN'  «  jb  n  *  n  i  *  * 

(3  IS)  SB  «  fir  <s>  a  m  s?  a  k J 

3  &  ^  &  s=  <  ' 

I?  *  ej  8  U  I|  tj  v  'K  N  a  M-  a  f  .it  fe  *  #1  IS  •>•  % 
*  *>•> 

«  sr  j  a  $  <  *  1 1  c  f  g  ii;ii-33<  ii  ft  is  t:4  ii$ 

«fc  ifi£  g  >n  #  is  ni  =>  54  $  >  *  *  $ 


-  v 

^KKSa  ^  ^  OS  jjfc  ^  BN  $  ^  m  *  n  $  N  *  *  $ 

^  ( eg  ft  111  1  ) 

tS  N  *  »  '£*  HD  «  fc  V  *K  NBMm'  A  b  El  <  3 

")  O  aff  i|  &  *  *  3s  f  &h  iti  0*  *  >■  £  w  **■  *  >K  Ifc  €$  «  < 

O 

•  -V  M  4s  +N  -  IN  aiSH&fW’iBtt- 

||i£  <$J3  k  *£i  42  ^  ^  n  IN  n  1^  ^  |  ^  *  <N  K  V 

g  I!  JD*  H  *  u3  II  ^  K  J 

1  1  s 

v< 

•  rr  . ■ . 

..  -S  S  K  (  Kin  1 1  )  ^  g 

!  uj  i>H-a  («)  S  2«  gw; 
a:  °  \  y  * 


*  Ar 
o  ** 

t*  7T~ 


&*  'V/r 


DOCUlfiNT  10-1 


TELEGRAM  SENT 


PLAIN 


AMERICAN  IEGATIOH 


BERN  (SWITZERLAND ) 


AMERICAN  INTERESTS  -  SHANGHAI 


Your  2193,  May  30,  5  p.m. 

Department  io  pleased  that  Legation  has  expressed  to 
Foreign  Office  appreciation  for  prompt  action  taken  and  desires 
you  add  this  Government's  thanks  and  its  hope  that  Swiss  Minister 
at  Tokyo  may  be  able  prevail  upon  Japanese  Government  promptly 
to  give  effect  to  its  commitments  under  Geneva  Convention  and 
in  addition  to  according  proper  treatment  fulfill  its  obliga¬ 
tions  under  Article  86  to  permit  visits  of  inope’otion  by  Swiss 
representatives.  Tills  Government  must  insist  on  a  basis  of 
reciprocity  that  Japanese  Government  take  all  necessary  steps 
to  insure  that  military  contnanders  and  other  Japanose  authorities 
in  outlying  areas  under  Japanese  oontrol  understand  Japanese 
Government's  commitments  respecting  Geneva  prisoners  of  war 
Convention  and  apply  its  provisions  to  prisoners  of  war  and 


civilian  internees.  - • 

Swiss  representative  Shanghai  should  be  requested  to 
report  by  telegraph  names  of  arrested  civilians  and  obtain 
assuranoes  that  all  of  them  will  be  included  on  first  exchange 
vessel  in  accordance  with  exchange  agreement  with  Japane® 


Government* 


SDt JHXtOB 

Serial  #14 
Pages  33,  34 
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TELEGRAM  SENT 


November  17,  1942 
9  p.ra. 


MEM 

This  telegram  must  be  paraphrased 
before  being  c  cuaunicated  to  anyone 
other  than  a  Governmental  agency.  ( BR) 


AMERICAN  LEGATION 


There  follows  typical  accounts  of  atrocities  perpetrated  by 


Japanese.  | 

1.  Two  nuns  of  l&rist  Gatholio  mission  at  Guadalcanal, 


Solomon  IslondB,  report  that  in  August  Japanese  killed  two 
Gatholio  sisters  and  two  priests,  Arthur  Duhamol,  American, 
and  another  of  Dutoh  nationality.  The  priests  were  killed  by 
bayonetting  through  the  throat  after  being  held  prisoner  for 


three  weeks 


•2.  Japanese  refused  request  of  Father  Loo  J.  Peloquin, 
American,  to  be  hospitalised  at  Hcijo,  Koroa,  for  serious  heart 


ailn»nt  and  forced  him  to  leave  without  uedioal  cure  though 


hospital  and  doctors  available.  Ho  died  at  Kobo.  His  doctor 
states  that  his  heart  would  have  yielded  to  treatment  had  it 


boen  permitted  at  Hwijo. 

i  57  Wife  of  repatriated  official  reports  that  an  American  woman 
'at  Cebu  was  raped  by  Japanese  soldier  in  full  view  of  husband  and 

v 

children  who  wore  held  powerless  by  other  soldiers. 

4.  Repatriated  responsible  person  states  that  two  Belgian 
priosts  described  to  him  scenes  that  they  had  witnessed  in 
Philippine  villages  occupied  by  Joponoso  Army  where  Filipino  women 
and  girl3  were  being  openly  violated  in  streets  by  troops. 

5.  Repatriated  Americans  have  described  in  detail  Inhuman 
conditions  existing  in  Gendarmerie  prison  known  as  Bridge  House  in 
Shanghai  and  Amy  Prison  in  Peiping  whore  they  wore  imprisoned. 
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-2  November  17,  9  p.m. ,  to  Beni* 

Stato  they  were  forced  to  sit  in  oraupod  position  on  floor,  without 
talking,  throughout  day  in  vermin-infested,  unheeted  and  over* 
crowded  oells ;  at  night  thoy  stretched  out  on  floor  end  were 
fortunate  if  they  had  a  single  thin  blanket  for  covering;  open 
bucket  or  hole  in  floor  only  sanitary  facility  in  cell;  their 
food  was  regular  prison  rution  given  common  criminals  and  was  far 
below  standard  necessary  to  maintain  health*  One,  Mr.  J.  B»  Powell, 
will  be,  permanent  cripple  in  oonsequonoe  of  mistreatment  received  in 
Bridge  House  and  Kiangwan  Military  Prison.  Duo  to  extreme  cold  both 


his  feet  frozen  and  gangreno  developed  as  result  of  lack  of  medical 
care,  necessitating  amputation  front  half  both  feet*  W-en  imprisoned 
in  Docember  ho  woighed  160  pounds  but  owing  to  malnutrition  and 
condition  of  feet  he  weighod  only  70  pounds  when  roleased  for 
repatriation  in  June. 

6*  Throe  American  missionaries  repatriated,  from  Korea  have 
furnished  details  of  torture,  inflicted  upon  each  of  them,  which 
Japanese  called  "water  cure".  ..s  many  as  thirty  gallons  of  water 
wore  poured  through  opening  at  top  of  box  which  fitted  tightly 
over  head  uni  neck  until  victim  booome  unconscious.  Afterwards 
victim  beaten  until  he  regained  senoe3.  Of  those  three  Americans, 
all  over  sixty  yours  of  ago,  one  who  sufforod  this  tcr'ture  six  times 
collapsed  during  a  boating  and  while  lying  unconscious  on  floor 
was  kicked  by  gendarme  v/ith  such  force  that  rib  was  broken.  When  he 
later  requested  medical  care  gendarme  struck  him  violent  blow  with 
fist  in  same  place.  His  worst  beating  included  fifty  to  sixty 
lashes  with  leather  belting  resulting  in  gashes  on  body  half-inoh 
deep.  Details  supplied  by  other  two  substantially  the  same. 

With  regard  to  the  authenticity  of  tho  accounts  hero  recited,  this 
Government  has  medical  and  physical  evidence  of  tho  injuries  suff ored 
by  Mr*  Powell  and  tho  othor  accounts  are  based  on  reports  received  fran 

persons  whoso  good  faith  this  Government  has  no  reason  to  doubt. 

HULL 

Sorial  ,f30  (BL) 

Pages  68-71 
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10  #2014,  December  12,  to  Born 


who36  ropro s ©a  tat iv e s  are  admitted  to  all  places  in  American 
territory  where  Japanese  subjects  are  held.  The  Minister  should 
further  point  out  that  thi3  Government  has  always  been  and 
continues  to  bo‘  willing  to  investigate  all  complaints  received 
by  it  from  Japanese  subjects  held  by  it  or  from  the  Japanese 
Government  and  that  it  has  woloousd  and  continues  to  welcome  the 
cooperation  of  the  Protecting  Power  for  Japanese  interests  in 
such  investigations. 

I 

Ask  that  in  this  connection  the  Minister  be  authorized  to 
request  on  behalf  of  the  Swiss  Government,  as  the  Protecting 
Power  for  Amoricon  interests  in  Japan  and  Japanese  controlled 
territory,  like  cooperation  from  the  Japanese  Government. 

HULL 
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were  subjected  to  harsh  treutraont  end  indignities  from  their 


Japanese  guards. 

This  Government  must  insist  that  the  treatment  of  these 
prisoners  be  in  accoidanoe  with  the  provisions  of  the  Geneva 
Convention,  that  their  names  bo  report od  and  that  representatives 
of  the  Protecting  Power  be  penittod  access  to  them. 
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3&oG8S0  was  often  searched  throe  or  four  linos  tnd  different 
officials  uade  inconsistent  decisions  as  to  whc-t  Americans  could 
talce.  The  effects  of  American  officials  from  Korea  we  re  searched 
in  violation  of  the  agreement. 

B.  Prisoners  of  ./ar. 

1  —  ~  ~  —  —  —  i  i  , 

Reports  have  beem  recoived  of  inhuman  treatment  accorded 
prisoners  of  war  by  the  Japanese  authorities  which  is  coxipldtely 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  and  spirit  of  the  Geneva  Conven¬ 


tion 


I.  Philippines; 

American  and  Filipino  troops  tak®  at  Bataan  were  forced 
to  march  ninety  miles  despite  fatigue,  sickness  and  wounds,  to 
Camp  O’Bonnel  near  Tarlac.  During  march  sick  and  wounded  dropped 
by  the  roadside  and  were  left  without  medical  care  and  when  those 
who  survived  reached  Camp  O'Donnel  they  were  without  food  for 
thirty-six  hours  aid  without  shelter  for  three  days,  sick  and  well 
equally  anosed  to  the  elements.  Japanese  authorities  made  no 
effort  to  give  medical  care  to  sick  and  wounded  and  American  and 
nurses  end  doctors  who  volunteered  their  services  were 
refused  permission  to  enter  Cump.  Death  rate  estimated  at  twenty-five 

percent  wa3  the  result  of  this  negloot. 

Seven  American  commissioned  officers  wore  brougit  from  Zamboanga 
to  Davao,  where  Japanese  authorities  forced  them  to  work  stripped 
to  the  waist  in  a  river  bed,  as  a  result  of  which  they  were  severely 
sunburned.  They  were  given  no  medico  1  attention  and  only  after 
lapse  of  several  days  was  Filipino  doctor  permitted  to  visit  than. 
m-nMi-  food  was  entirely  insufficient,  and  Japanese  wuld  not  allow 
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FLA  IN 


December  12,  1942 


AMERICAN  ILGaTIQN 


BURN 


2814,  Twelfth 

Request  the  Swiss  Government  to  have  its  Minister  in  Tokyo 
coiaaunicate  the  following  to  the  Japanese  Government; 

From  American  citizens  repatriated  from  Japan  and  Japanese- 
controlled  territories,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
learned  of  instances  of  gross  mistreatment  suffered  by  American 
civilians  and  prisoners  of  war  in  the  power  of  the  Japanese 
Government  in  violation  of  the  undertaking  of  that  Government 
to  apply  the  provisions  of  the  Geneva  Frisoners  of  Vter  convention 
of  1929  to  American  prisoners  of  war  taken  by  Japanese  forces 
and,  in  so  far  as  they  may  be  adaptable  to  civilians,  to  American 
civilain  internees  in  Japan  and  Japanese  controlled  territories.  It 
is  evident  that  the  Japanese  Government  has  failed  to  fulfill  its 
undertaking  in  this  regard  and  that  some  officers  and  agencies 
of  that  Government  have  violated  the  principles  of  the  Geneva 
Convention  in  their  treatment  of  certain  American  nationals  not 
only  by  positive  mistreatment  but  by  failure  to  provide  for  these 
American  nationals  necessities  of  life  that  should,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Convention,  be  furnished  by  the  holding 
authorities.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  therefore, 
lodges  with  the  Japanese  Govemment  a  most  emphatic  protest  and 
expects  that  the  inhumane  and  uncivilized  treatment  accorded 
American  nationals,  both  civilians  and  prisoners  of  war,  will  be 
i^de  a  matter  of  iiraediate  investigation  and  that  the  Japanese 
Government  will  give  assurances  that  treatment  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  and  spirit  of  the  Geneva  Convention  is  not  now 
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ond  will  not  in  the  future  bo  inflicted  upon  American  nationals 
detained,  intornod,  or  bold  os  prisoners  of  war  in  Japan  or 
Japanese  controlled  territory.  The  American  Government  also 
expects  the  Japanese  Government  to  tako  nocossary  disciplinary 
notion  with  regard  to  agents  or  officers  of  that  Government  who 
have  inflicted  mistreatment  upon  American  nationals  or  who  havo 
negleotod  thoir  obligations  to  supply  to  American  nationals  in 
their  care  the  necessities  of  life,  vThich  the  Geneva  Convention 
provides  shall  be  supplied. 

There  follows  a  statement  citing  cases  of  mistreatment  of 
American  nationals  in  Japanese  hands s 

A  Civilians 


1.  Conditions  in  prisons  and  internment  oamps. 

Americans  incarcerated  in  Jails  were  furnished  unhealthful 
and  inadequate  rations  of  common  criminals,  ftioso  interned  were 
supplied  a  meager  diet  for  which  they  were  sometimes  compelled  to 
pay,  or  they  wore  given  no  food  and  had  to  provide  thoir  sustenanoe 
under  difficulties.  This  situation  apparently  still  exists  in 
oortain  areas.  It  is  in  direot  contrast  to  the  treatment  accorded 
Japanese  subjeots  in  United  Statos  who  arc  provided  byglenlo 
quarters  with  adequate  space  for  individual  needs,  suffioiait  whole¬ 
some  food,  in  preparation  of  which  allowance  is  made  for  national 
difforonces  in  taste,  and  in  addition  allowances  of  money  or  tbbaooo 
sweets  and  toiletries. 


iridro  Houao.  Shn: 


More  than  fifty-throe  Americans  havo  boon  imprisoned  for 
varying  poriods  up  to  ovor  six  months  in  Gendarmorie  prison, 
firidgo  Houso,  where  they  wore  orowdod  into  venoin- infested  oells 
with  common  criminals,  some  of  whom  suffered  from  loathsome  contagious 
diseases.  Sanitary  facilities  wore  primitive  and  inadequate,  food 
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was  far  below  standard  neooaaary  to  maintain  health,  no  heat 


wus  supplied  from  December  to  Juno  and  medio  a  1  care  woe 
virtually  nonexistent,  ..aericans  wore  compelled  to  sit  by  day 
and  to  sleep  by  night,  provided  only  uith  filthy  and  inadequate 
blankots,  on  cold  floor.  They  were  not  allowed  to  converse  with 
each  other  or  smoko  at  any  time.  An  out  stand  ing  oxnmplo  of 
effeots  incarceration  thi3  prison  is  condition  J.  B.  Powell,  who 
through  lack  medical  attontion  dovoloped  gangrene  and  lost  front 


Ployd  P.  Spielman,  R.  E.  I-fcCann,  C.  J.  Eskelino,  J.  B.  Sherwood, 
E.  2.  Mills  and  P.  H.  Benodict  were  taken  in  handcuffs  from  Tientsin 
on  March  11  to  ..rcy  Prison  at  Peiping,  wharo  oonditiais  were  as  bad 
os  those  at  Bridge  House.  During  89  deys  imprisonment  their  first 
exercise  was  for  five  minutes  after  37  days  in  oolls.  At  one  time 
they  went  without  bathing  for  23  days  and  as  rosult  of  unhualthful 

.  |  I 

food  and  harsh  treatment  thoy  lost  an  average  of  forty  pounds  in 


woight 


3.  Tsingtao 

Prank  G.  Koefe,  Grady  Cooper,  Prank  R.  Hailing,  Charlos 


Liobgold ,  C.  J.  Ifcyor,  U.  H.  Mills  and  H.  J.  Zhanonnon  were 


confined  in  unhoatod  common  Jail  Tsingtao  for  period  three  weoks. 
They  wero  forced  to  sloep  on  floors  or  benches  uithout  covering  in 


coldost  winter  months 


4.  Fort  Santiago.  Manila 


Roy  Bennett,  Robert  a»bbott,  end  other  .unericane  are  reportod 
to  be  imprisoned  under  barbarous  conditions  in  Port  Santiago.  They 
were  reported  practically  unrooognizable  in  Juno  as  rosult  hardships 
and  mistreatment  suffered.  T  is  Govomment  insists  that  thoy  bo 


released  immediately  and  receive  medical  care. 
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Americans  Hongkong  wore  taken  on  January  4th  and  received 
no  food  and  very  little  water  during  first  forty-oi#it  hours.  On 
January  21  thoy  woro  placod  in  Fort  Stanley,  whoro  they  were 
forced  to  provide  most  of  their  bedding  and  other  necessities. 
Food  given  them  was  insufficient ,  amounting  to  nino  hundred 
oalories  daily  per  porson.  Thoy  wore  subjootod  to  indignities 
and  insults  by  gendarmerie,  and  thoir  facos  wore  frequently 
slapped*  Result  malnutrition  average  loss  noight  among  those 
intornoos  was  thirty  pounds. 


6.  Santo  Tomas,  Mmlla 


Asoricuns  at  Santo  TUmas  bocause  of  lack  of  prepara¬ 
tion  were  forced  to  sleep  on  floors  without  mosquito  nets 
or  covering  for  at  loast  throo  r.i^its  bofore  they  uero  permitted 
to  obtain  necessities  from  thoir  houses.  They  wore  offered 
choice  of  being  fed  by  holding  authorities  at  cost  of  twenty-five 
contavos  per  day  or  of  feeding  thomsolves  with  funds  American 
Rod  Cross  had  in  Philippine  National  Bank.  They  wore  refused 
permission  to  use  Rod  Cross  funds  for  supplementing  food  which 
holding  authorities  should  havo  suppliod  and  not  being  abla  to 
exist  on  twonty-five  contavos  wero  obligod  to  depend  entirely  on 
Red  Cross  funds  to  food  themselvos.  Those  funds  may  be  exhausted 
und  thi3  Oovornnent  is  gravely  conoornod  regarding  the  welfare  of 


those  internees 


7,  pavao  and  other  internment  oamps  in  the  Philippines 


In  Davao  intorned  .uner loans  wore  forced  to  perform  hard  labor 
during  first  six  weeks  of  internment.  They  wore  at  first  provided 
with  an  inadequate  ration  of  oommoal  and  fish.  In  April  they 
were  informod  that  thoy  would  have  to  provide  for  their  own  sustenance 
and  would  have  to  reimburse  Japanese  authorities  for  the  food 


previously  furnished 
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5.  (Camp  Stanloy,  Hongkong  (Fort  Stanley,  Hongkong) 

faerie jiig  Hongkong  were  taken  on  January  4th  and  reoeived 

,  110  and  very  little  water  during  first  forty-eight  hours.  On 

Jsnuury  21  they  wero  placod  in  Fort  Stanley,  whore  they  were 
forood  to  provide  most  of  their  bedding  and  othor  necessities. 

Food  given  then  was  insufficient,  amounting  to  nine  hundred 
oalories  deily  per  porson.  Thoy  were  3Ubjoctod  to  indignities 
and  insults  by  gendarmerie,  and  their  facoa  nore  frequently 
slapped.  Result  malnutrition  average  loss  weight  among  those 
intomoes  wos  thirty  pounds, 

6.  Santo  Tomas,  Manila 

haor icons  at  Santo  Tomas  because  of  lack  of  prepara¬ 
tion  were  forced  to  sloop  on  floors  without  mosquito  nets 
or  covering  for  at  loast  throe  nights  boforo  they  \7oro  permitted 
to  obtain  necessities  from  thoir  housos.  They  wore  offered 
choice  of  being  fed  by  holding  authorities  at  cost  of  twenty-five 
centavos  per  day  or  of  fooding  thomsolvos  V7ith  funds  American 
Rod  Gross  had  in  Fhllipplno  National  Bank.  They  wore  refused 
permission  to  use  Rod  Cross  funds  for  stq)plonenting  food  which 
holding  authorities  should  have  supplied  anl  not  being  able  to 
exist  on  twenty-five  centavos  wero  obligod  to  depend  entirely  on 
Red  Cross  funds  to  food  thomsolvos.  Those  fundq  may  be  exhausted 
and  this  Government  is  gravely  conoornod  regarding  the  welfare  of 
those  internees. 

,  % 

7.  Davao  and  other  Internment  oamps  in  the  Philippines. 

In  Davao  intornod  Americans  v/oro  forood  to  porform  hard  labor 

during  first  six  weeks  of  internment.  They  wore  at  first  provided 

with  an  inadequate  ration  of  oommoal  and  fish.  In  April  they 

wore  informed  that  thoy  would  have  to  provide  for  their  own  sustenance 

and  would  have  to  reimburso  Japanese  authorities  for  the  food 

previously  furnished. 
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From  information  recoivod  conditiono  otbor  internment  camps  in 
Philipp inos  appoar  equally  bad. 

The  .jaerican  Government  expoota  that  the  Jupauoso  Government 
v/ill  take  imnodiato  stops  to  fulfill  its  undertaking  to  furnish 
.tUt,rican  nationals  hold  by  it  with  cui table  end  adoquate  housing 
and  sustenance  under  humane  and  hygienic  conditions. 

II .  Mistreatment  ond  Torture. 

1.  Torture  and  physical  violonoo. 

Japanese  authorities  have  rosortod  to  physical  torturo  of  /oner loan 
nationals  and  nunorous  of  them  wore  subjected  to  groat  mental  torture 
by  being  constantly  threatened  with  treatment  far  worse  than  that 
they  were  clready  sufforing. 

(a)  Threo  jjaerican  missionaries  in  Korea  wore  subjected  to 
"water  cure"  and  brutal  beatings.  In  Xoijo,  R.  0.  Reiner,  aged 
fifty-nine,  suffered  this  torturo  six  times  during  period  my  1  to 
lAiy  16.  In  one  instance  he  collapsed  from  offect  of  blows  and  whllo 
lying  unconscious  on  floor  t/os  kicked  by  goudarmorie  onployoo  named 
3yo  with  such  forco  that  his  rib  was  brokon.  When  ho  requested  medical 
attention  and  pointed  to  broken  rib  gcndaxrterio  euployeo  named  Kim 
struck  him  vioious  blow  directly  over  brokon  rib.  On  ono  occasion 
Reiner  was  given  fifty  or  sixty  lashes  with  rubber  hose  and  pulley 
belting  making  half  inch  doop  cuts  on  his  arms  and  legs.  Biwin  w. 

Koons,  aged  sixty-two,  suffered  some  torturo  Ryuzan  Police  Station 
os  did  B.  H.  Miller,  aged  sixty  nino,  Yongsan  Folioo  Station. 

(b)  In  Ichang,  Elsie  W.  Riebo  and  Walter  P.  Morse  were  taken 
without  explanation  to  Japanese  iicud  quart  ora  whoro  she  was  struck  many 
tir.us  with  bamboo  polo  and  he  was  boaton  for  tivo  hours  w ith  iron  rod 
ouo-half  inch  thick.  Those  aots  of  cruolty  wore  comitted  in  prosenco 
of  con  lauding  officer  of  Japanese  police  in  Ichang. 
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(o)  Joseph  L.  hfcSparron  v7QS  arrested  on  Deooraber  8th  at 
Yokohama,  bound  with  a  rope  end  token  to  Yokohama  prison#  During 
his  imprisonment  in  dark  unfurnished  ooll  ho  had  three  hemorrhages 
from  duodenal  ulcers,  but  was  denied  jjodical  attention  despite 
humorous  requests.  While  undergoing  questioning  ho  collapsed 
from  internal  heworrhago  and  was  unablo  to  stand  or  walk  without 
assistance,  yet  ho  was  hQudcuffod  as  usual  when  retumod  to  his 


2#  Solitary  Confinement. 

Miny  American  citizens  wero  kopt  in  solitary  oanf inomeut 
for  periods  ranging  from  a  few  days  to  many  weeks  in  cells,  un- 
hoctod  rooms  or  othar  equally  unhoolthful  plaoos,  in  some  cases 
deprived  of  all  reading  matter,  and  subjected  to  indignities  from 
their  guards.  Tho  followingr.ro  typical  cases  t 

1.  H.  W.  Mayors,  aged  70,  missionary  in  Japan  since  1897, 

of tor  harsh  troatmont  during  nearly  fivo  months  in  prison  at  Kobe, 
was  deprived  of  all  books,  and  on  Miy  1  put  in  solitary  confinement 
at  Osaka  until  his  release  for  repatriation  on  June  7. 

2.  William  Mxckesy,  solitary  confinement  in  one  room  of  his 

house  at  Tsu,  Mie-ken,  Japan,  from  December  10,  to  Mirch  30,  1942. 

% 

3.  Mrs.  Alice  C.  Grubo,  solitary  confinement  from  Decent) or  25, 


1941,  to  April  8,  1942  in  unho<.tod  room  of  Osaka  prison 


4.  J.  B.  N.  Talmud  go ,  aged  57,  solitary  confinement  in 


common  jail  Koshu  Decembor  8,  1941,  to  ..pril  9,  1942. 

5.  Biward  ..dams,  in  a  conrnon  Jail  at  Taikyu  from  December  8 


to  28. 

Ill  Doatte  due  to  Mistreatment  and  Nogleot: 

\ 

1.  Arthur  Duhamol  missionary  priost  on  Guadalcanal  is 
reliably  reported  to  havo  boon  bayoaottod  through  throat  by 
Japaneso  soldiers  aftor  being  held  prisoner  for  three  weoks. 

2.  Leo  Peloquin,  aged  fifty,  roquostod  hospitalization 
Christian  hospital,  Roijo,  bocauso  of  serious  hoort  ailment,  but 
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Japanese  r.uthorities  rofused  permission  and  forced  his  i«vux» 


to  Kcngai  without  treatment.  He  died  at  Kobo  os  result  of 


this  neglect 


3.  Charles  Liebgold,  aged  sixty-seven,  imprisoned  in 
unhooted  jail  at  Tsingtoo  contracted  cold  which  developed  into 


fatal  attack  of  pneumonia 


4.  George  D.  MsFarlund,  a god  seventy,  Bangkok,  Thailand, 


succumbed  after  cn  operation  at  Chulnlongkom  Hospital  in 


May  1942.  Orders  issuod  by  Japnnose  military  authorities  Bangkok 


to  police  guards  at  this  rosideuoe  fatally  dolayed  emergency 


operation  necessary  to  save  his  life 


The  ijnerlcan  Governnont  expects  thct  the  Japanese  Govern¬ 


ment  will  tuke  imediato  steps  to  punish  tit  persons  guilty  of 


thoso  orimes  against  .merican  nationals 


IV.  Violation  of  Exchange  Agreement: 


1.  Transportation 


jjoricun  nationals  Tslngtao  and  Chofoo  v/ore  required  to  pay 


for  passage  to  Shanghai.  Biternoes  who  wore  forced  to  pay  their 


fere  to  Yokohama  from  Nagasaki  were  reimbursed  only  part  of  sum 


expended.  Accomodations  provided  on  local  vessels  were  in  souo 


cases  worse  than  those  furnishod  deck  passongors 


limitation  and  soarch 


Japanese  authorities  somo  areas  rulod  that  Americans  being 


repatriated  might  take  only  as  much  as  thoy  could  carry  themselves 


forcing  many  in  Koroa,  Manchuria,  Hongkong,  and  Thailand  to  loave 


behind  nocessory  clothing  and  offocts.  iViericons  wore  forced  in 


somo  cases  to  carry  own  baggage  oven  where  there  wore  available 


porters  ./horn  thoy  wero  prevented  from  employing.  This  treatment  is 


in  contrast  to  that  accorded  Japancso  subjoots  repatriated  from  the 


United  States  who  were  pemittod  to  toko  almost  unlimited  amounts 


baggago  with  them 
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AMERICAN  LEGATION. 

BEEN. 

889 

Please  request  the  Swiss  Government  to  have  its  Minister 
at  Tokyo  deliver  verbatim  the  following  statement  to  the 
|  Japanese  Government  from  the  Government  of  the  united  States,  j 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  has  received  the  reply 
of  the  Japanese  Government  conveyed  under  date  of  February  17, 

1943,  to  the  Swiss  Minister  at  Tokyo  to  the  inquiry  made  by  the 
Minister  on  behalf  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  concern¬ 
ing  the  correctness  of  reports  broadcast  by  Japanese  radio 
stations  that  the  Japanese  authorities  intended  to  try  bofone 
military  tribunals  American  prisoners  of  war,  for  military 
operations,  and  to  impose  upon  them  severe  penalties  including 
even  the  death  penalty. 

The  Japanese  Government  states  that  it  has  tried  the  cumbers 
of  the  crews  of  American  planes  who  fell  into  Japanese  hands  after 
the  raid  on  Japan  on  April  16  last,  that  they  were  sentenced  to 
death  and  that,  following  coumutation  of  the  sentence  for  the 
larger  number  of  them,  the  sentence  of  death  was  applied  to  certain 
of  the  accused. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  bos  subsequently  been 
informed  of  the  refusal  of  the  Japan ose  Government  to  treat  the 
remaining  American  aviutors  as  prisoners  of  war,  to  divulge  their 
names,  to  state  the  sentences  imposed  upon  them  or  to  permit  visits 
to  them  by  the  Swiss  Minister  as  representative  of  the  protecting 
Power  for  American  interests. 
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The  Japanese  Government  alleges  that  it  has  subjected  the 
Aworican  aviators  to  this  troatmait  bocauso  they  intentionally 


bombed  non-military  Installations  and  deliberately  fired  on 


civilians,  and  that  the  aviators  admitted  these  acts 


The  Government  of  the  United  States  informs  the  Japanese 


Government  that  instructions  to  American  aimed  forces  have  always 


ordered  those  foroes  to  direct  their  attacks  upon  militaiy 


objectives.  The  American  forces  participating  in  the  attack  on 
Jupnn  had  such  instructions  and  it  is  knovm  that  they  did  not 
deviate  therefrom.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  brends  as 
false  tho  charge  that  American  aviators  intentionally  huve  attacked 


non-combatants  anywhere 


With  regard  to  the  allegation  of  the  Jepanese  Government  that 
the  American  aviators  admitted  the  acts  of  which  the  Japanese 


Government  accuses  them,  there  are  numerous  known  instances  in 


which  Japanese  official  agencies  have  employed  brutal  and  bestial 


methods  in  extorting  alleged  confessions  from  persons  in  their 


power.  It  is  customary  for  those  agencies  to  use  statomonts 
obtained  under  torturo,  or  alleged  statements,  in  proceedings 


against  the  victims 


If  tho  admissions  alleged  by  tho  Japanese  Govommont  to  have 


buen  made  by  the  American  aviators  were  In  fact  made,  they  could 


only  hove  been  extorted  fabrications. 

Mcroover,  the  Japanese  Govommont  entored  into  a  solemn 


obligation  by  agreement  v/ith  tho  Government  of  the  united  Statos 


to  obsorve  the  terms  of  tho  Genova  Prisoners  of  War  Convention. 


Article  1  of  that  Convention  provides  for  treatment  as  prisoners  of  war 


of  members  of  anuios  and  of  persons  oapturod  In  tho  courso  of  military 


oporationB  at  sea  or  in  the  air.  Article  60  provides  that  upon  the 
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If,  as  would  appear  from  it3  communication  unler  reforence, 
the  Japanese  Government  has  descended  to  such  acts  af  barbarity 
and  manifestations  of  depravity  ns  to  murder  in  cold  blood 

% 

uniformed  members  of  tho  American  aimed  forces  made  prisoners 
as  an  incident  of  warfare,  tho  American  Government  will  hold  per¬ 
sonally  and  officially  responsible  for  those  deliberate 
crimes  all  of  those  officers  of  the  Japanese  Government  *o 
have  participated  in  their  conmitmont  and  will  in  due  course 
bring  those  officers  to  justico. 


The  American  Government  elso  solemnly  wurns  the  Japanese 


Government  that  for  any  other  violations  of  its  undertakings  as 
regards  American  prisoners  of  war  or  for  any  other  acts  of 
criminal  barbarity  infliotod  upon  Awericon  prisoners  in  violation 
of  tho  rule 8  of  warfare  aoooptod  and  practiced  by  civilizod  nations 
es  military  oporutions  now  in  progress  draw  to  their  inexorablo 
and  inovitable  conclusion,  the  American  Government  will  visit  upon 
the  officers  of  tho  Japanoso  Govummont  responsible  for  such 
uncivilized  and  inhumane  acts  tho  punishment  they  deserve. 
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US  URGENT 


AMERICAN  legation 


275,  Twenty-s eventh 


AMERICAN  INTERESTS  -  JAPAN 


lotions,  tiie 


T  ere  are  recited in  the 


numbi 


Ich  ccwespond  to 


nt  bases  the  charges 


made 


She  Japanese  Government  in  the  telegram  under 


reference.  Tl:e  specific  Incidents  have  been  selected  from  the 


numerous  ones  that  have  been  reported  from  many  reliable  souroea 


to  this  Government.  Ask  the 


wise  Government  to  forward  this 


statement  textually  to  its  Minister  in  Tokyo  w  1th  the  request  that 
he  present  it  to  the  Japanese  Government  simultajffjj^ly  with  the 
telegram  under  referenoe  and  that J^.caiy^uiTon  the  Japanese  Qovern- 
went  promptly  to  rec^ffy  all  existing  derellotiohs  and  take  suoh 
furt^prTete^ae  will  y^pclude  their  recurrence,  r  ^  * 

The  Min’i&te*  should  further,  seek  for  himself  or  hie  represents' 

>  % ' ’A  ■ 

tives  ^rmlssigzv^'tn^apnaance  with  Article  86  of  the  Convention, 
to  visit  s£h  place  without  exception  where  Amerloan  nationals  are 


detained  and  request  of  the  Japanoao  Government  the  amelioration  of 


any  Improper  conditions  that  he  may  find  to  exist 


The  Swiss  Minister  in  Tokyo  should  be  particularly  asked  to 


report  promptly  and  fully  all  stops  takon  by  the  Japanese  Government 


in  oonfonnity  with  the  forogoing 


Charges  I  and  II.  Prisoner  of  war  and  civilian  Internment  camps 


in  the  Philippines,  French  Indochina,  Thailand,  Manchuria,  Burma 
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litilaya,  and  tbe  Dutch  East  Indies,  and  prisoner  of  war  camp  no*  1 
in  Formosa  have  never  been  visited  by  Swiss  representatives  although 
they  have  repeatedly  requested  permission  to  mako  such  visits. 

None  of  theso  camps  except  tho  ono  at  Mukdon  are  known  to  have 
boon  visited  by  International  Red  Cross  roprosontativos.  Ifc 
rocent  months  visits  have  not  been  allowed  to  the  prisoner  of 
war  camps  near  Tokyo  and  Yokohama,  and  the  prisoner  of  war  oamps 
in  and  noar  Hong  Kong,  although  tho  Swiss  representatives  have 
requested  permission  to  make  such  visits* 

Tho  value  of  such  few  visits  as  havo  boon  permitted  to  somo 
oamps  has  boon  minimized  by  restrictions.  Swiss  representatives 
at  Shanghai  have  been  closely  oacorted  by  soveral  representatives 
of  the  Japanese  Consulate  General  at  Shanghai  during  their  visits 
to  camps  and  have  not  been  allowod  to  see  all  parts  of  camps  or 
to  have  free  discussion  with  the  intexnoes.  Similar  situations 
prevail  with  respect  to  tho  civilian  internment  camps  and  prisoner 
of  war  oanpa  in  metropolitan  Japan  and  Formosa* 

By  contrast,  all  of  the  canps,  stations  and  oentors  whore 
Japanese  nationals  are  held  by  tho  Unltod  States  havo  been 
ropeatodly  visited  and  fully  inspeotod  by  representatives  of  Spain 
and  Swoden  who  have  spoken  at  longth  without  witnesses  with  the 
lnmntos,  and  International  Rod  Cross  roprosentativos  havo  boon  and 
are  being  allowed  freely  to  visit  the  oamps  in  the  Uhited  States 
and  Hawuil  whore  Japanese  nationals  are  held. 

Charge  III.  Common loot ions  addressod  by  the  persons  hold  to 
the  protecting  Power  concerning  conditions  of  captivity  in  several 
of  tho  civilian  coops  noar  Shanghai,  among  them  Ash  Coup  and  Chnpoi, 
remain  undolivored.  Tho  Bamo  situation  oxists  with  rospect  to  tho 
civilian  internment  camp  in  Baguio,  and  in  most  if  not  all  of  tho 
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oamps  whore  Aiaorloan  prisoners  of  war  are  hold.  Persons  hold 
at  Baguio i  Chefoo,  Saigon,  and  at  times  in  the  Philippine  prisoner 
of  war  oamps  were  denied  permission  to  address  t ho  camp  cannandor. 

Charge  IV.  On  one  oooasion  during  tho  summer  of  1943  all  of 
the  persons  held  at  tho  Columbia  Country  Club,  Shanghai,  were 
punished  by  oonoellation  of  dental  appointments  because  complaints 

were  made  to  representatives  of  tho  Svriss  Consulate  General.  During 

$ 

tho  samo  period,  at  Camp  B,  Yongohow,  tho  entile  camp  ms  deprived 
of  a  meal  by  tho  Camp  Commandant  because  complaints  had  been  made 
concerning  the  delivery  of  spoiled  food. 

There  are  cited  under  Section  JC7III  below,  oaeos  of  prisoners 
of  war  being  struck  because  they  asked  for  food  or  wator. 

Charge  V.  Civilian  internees  at  Hong  Kong  have  gone  without 
footwear  and  civilian  internees  at  Kobe  have  suffered  from  lack  of 
warm  clothing.  In  1942  and  1943,  American  and  Filipino  prisoners 
of  war  in  the  Philippines  and  civ  Ulan  lntemoes  at  Baguio  were 
forced  to  labor  without  shoes  and  clad  only  in  loin  cloths* 

Charge  VI.  This  is  reported  to  have  been  the  caso  at  the 
following  camps »  prisoner  of  war  oamps  in  the  Philippine  Islands, 
prisoner  of  war  enclosures  at  MariveloB  Bay,  Philippine  Islands, 
oivilian  internment  oamps  at  Baguio,  Canton,  Chofoo,  Peking, 

Manila,  Tsingtao,  Weihslen,  and  Yangchow,  and  at  the  *sh  Camp, 
Chapoi  Camp,  Lunghwa  Comp,  and  Footung  Camp,  in  or  near  Shanghai. 
The  articles  most  needod  by  tho  prisoners  and  internees  have  been 
taken.  For  oxample,  Japonose  soldiers  took  the  shoes  frem  an 
American  officor  prisoner  of  war  who  was  foroed  to  walk  unshod 
from  Bataan  to  San  Fernando  during  the  march  which  began  about 
April  10,  1942.  Although  tho  prisoners  constantly  auffored  from  . 
look  of  drinking  water  contoons  wore  token  from  prisoners  during 
this  narch;  one  of  theso  victims  was  Lioutenant  Colonel  William  B. 

Dyoss. 
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At  Corrogidor  a  Japanese  soldior  nos  soon  by  Lieutenant 
Oonaander  Jfclvyn  H.  Mb Coy  with  one  oxm  covered  from  olbov  to 
wrist  and  the  other  aim  half  covered  with  wrist  watchos  tdkon  from 
Auorioan  and  Filipino  prisoners  of  war. 

Chargo  VII.  American  prisonors  of  war  in  Mmila  wore  foicod 
by  Japan oso  soldiers  to  allow  themselves  to  be  photographod  operating 
captured  American  military  equipment  in  connection  with  the  produo  - 
tion  of  the  Japanoso  propaganda  film  "Rip  down  the  Stars  and  Stripos." 

Prisoners  of  war  from  Corregidor  being  taken  to  ifcnila  were 
not  lanied  at  the  port  of  Manila  but  were  unloaded  outside  the 
city  and  were  forced  to  march  through  the  entire  city  to  Bilibid 
Prison  about  May  23,  1942. 

Japanese  school  children,  soldiers,  and  civilians  have  been 
admitted  to  internment  oemps  and  encouraged  to  satisfy  curiosity 
regarding  the  persons  held.  Such  tours  were  conducted  at  Baguio, 

Hong  Kong  and  Tsingtao. 

Charge  VIII.  Deficiency  diseases  such  as  beriberi,  pellagra, 
scurvy,  sprue,  et  cetera,  are  conmon  throughout  Japanese  internment 
camps.  These  diseases  are  least  oocmon  in  the  civilian  internment 
n.mpfl  (called  assembly  o enters)  at  Shanghai  and  in  some  other 
oarnps  where  the  persons  held  have  but  recently  been  taken  into 
custody  or  where  trade  by  the  internees  themselves  with  outside 
private  suppliers  is  allowed.  It  appears  therefore  that  the  great 
prevalence  of  deficiency  diseases  in  prisoner  of  war  oanqjs  where  in¬ 
ternees  have  been  solely  dependent  upon  the  Japanese  authorities  for 
their  food  supply  over  an  extended  period  is  directly  due  to  the 
callous  failure  of  those  authorities  to  utilize  the  possibilities 
for  a  health  sustaining  diet  afforded  by  available  looal  products. 

The  responsibility  for  much  of  the  suffering  and  many  of  the  deaths 
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from  these  diseases  of  A  erioan  and  Filipino  prisoners  of  war  rests 
directly  upon  the  Japanese  authorities.  As  a  specif io  exaugile, 
prisoners  of  war  at  D.-:vao  Penal  Colony  suffering  from  grave 
vitamin  defioienoies  could  see  from  their  oamp  trees  bearing 
citrus  fruit  that  they  were  not  allowed  to  pluok.  They  were  not 
oven  allowed  to  retrieve  lemcna  seen  floating  by  on  a  stream 
that  runs  through  the  camp. 

Charge  IX.  For  example,  in  the  prisoner  of  war  camps  at 
Hong  Kong,  the  profits  of  the  canteens  have  not  been  used  by 
the  holding  authorities  for  the  benefit  of  the  prisoners. 

Charge  X.  At  Baguio  civilian  internees  have  been  farced  to 
repair  sawmill  machinery  without  remuneration. 

Officer  prisoners  of  war  have  been  compelled  by  Ifejor  Mida, 
the  Camp  Counandant  at  Davao  Penal  Colony,  to  perform  all  kinds 
of  labor  including  menial  tasks  such  as  scrubbing  floors,  cleaning 
latrines  used  by  Japanese  troops  and  working  in  the  kitchens  of 
Japanese  officers. 

Charge  XI.  tfm  American  engineers  were  required  to  go  to 
Corregldor  in  July  1942  to  assist  in  rebuilding  the  military 
installations  on  that  island,  the  prisoners  of  war  have  been 
worked  in  a  machine  tool  shop  in  tho  arsenal  at  Mukden. 

Charge  XII.  The  condition  of  health  of  prisoners  of  war 
in  the  Philippine  Islands  is  deplorable.  At  San  Fernando  In 
April  1942,  American  and  Filipino  prisoners  were  held  in  a  barbed* 
wire  enclosure  so  overorowded  that  sleep  and  rest  were  impossible. 
So  many  of  them  wore  sick  and  so  little  cero  wae  given  to  the  slok 
that  human  excrement  covered  the  wholo  area.  Tho  enclosure  of 
San  Fornando  was  more  than  100  kilometers  from  Bataan  and  tho 
abominable  treatment  given  to  the  prisoners  there  cannot  bo 
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explained  by  battlo  conditions.  The  prisoners  wore  f  orood  to 
walk  tills  distanoo  in  sovcn  days  under  merciless  driving.  Ifcny 
who  were  unable  to  keep  up  with  tho  march  were  shot  or  beyonotod 
by  tho  guards.  During  this  Journey  as  woll  as  at  other  times 
when  prisoners  of  war  wero  movod  in  tho  Philippine  Islands,  thoy 
wore  assembled  in  the  open  sun  even  when  tho  detaining  authorities 
could  have  allowed  thorn  to  assemble  in  the  shade.  American  and 

Filipino  prisoners  are  known  to  have  been  burled  alive  along 

% 

tho  roadside  and  persistent  roports  have  boon  roooivod  of  mon 
who  tried  to  rise  from  their  graves  but  wore  beaten  down  with 
shovels  and  buried  alive. 

At  Camp  O'Donnoll  conditions  were  so  bad  that  2,200  American 
and  more  than  20,000  Filipinos  are  reliably  reported  to  have 
died  in  the  first  few  months  of  thoir  detention.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  a  large  number  of  those  deaths  could  have  been  prevented 
had  the  Japanese  authorities  provided  minimum  medioal  care  for  the 
prisoners.  The  so-called  hospital  there  was  absolutely  inadequate 
to  meet  the  situation.  Prisoners  of  war  lay  sick  and  naked  on 
the  floor,  receiving  no  attention  and  too  sick  to  move  from  thoir 
own  excrement.  The  hospital  was  so  overcrowded  that  Americans  were 
laid  on  the  ground  outside  in  tho  heat  of  the  blazing  sun.  Tho 
American  doctors  in  the  oomp  were  given  no  medicine,  and  evon  had 
no  v/ator  to  wash  tho  human  waste  from  tho  bodies  of  the  patients. 
Eventually,  when  quinlno  was  issued,  there  was  only  enough  properly 
to  ta'to  care  of  ten  oases  of  malaria,  while  thousands  af  prisoners 
were  suffering  from  tho  disease.  Over  two  hundred  out  of  throo 
hundred  prisoners  from  Camp  O'Donnoll  died  while  they  wero  on  work 
detail  in  Batangas. 

At  Cabanatuon  thore  was  no  medicine  for  the  treatment  of  malaria 
until  after  tho  prisoners  has  boon  in  tho  comp  for  flvo  months. 
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The  first  shipmont  of  laedioines  from  the  Philippine  Rod  Cross  was 
hold  up  by  the  can®  authorities  on  the  pretoxt  that  they  must  mnko 
on  inventory  of  the  shipmont.  This  they  wore  so  dilatory  In  doing 
that  many  doaths  occurred  bofore  the  modicino  was  released.  Booause 


of  lack  of  medicines  and  food,  scurvy  broko  out  in  the  camp  in  tho 


Fall  of  1942.  Sinco  tho  prisonors  had  boon  at  tho  can®  for  some 


months  boforo  this  disease  become  prevalent  tho  responsibility  for 


it  rests  upon  tho  detaining  authorities 


It  is  reported  that  in  tho  autumn  of  1943  fifty  per  oent  of 


the  American  prisoners  of  wnr  at  Davao  had  a  poor  chance  to  live 


and  that  the  detaining  authorities  had  again  out  the  prisoner's 


food  ration  and  hod  ..ithdrawn  ull  modical  attention, 


Though  tho  modical  care  provided  for  civilian  internees  by 


the  Japanese  camp  authorities  appears  to  havo  boon  better  than 


that  provided  for  prisoners  of  war,  it  still  does  not  moet  the 


obligations  placed  on  tho  holding  authorities  by  their  Government's 


own  free  undertaking  and  by  tho  lavs  of  humanity.  At  the  civilian 


internment  Camp  Can®  John  Hay,  childbirth  took  place  on  the  floor 


of  o  small  storeroom.  At  the  samo  camp  a  female  intomee  who  was 


lnsano  and  whose  presence  was  a  danger  to  tho  other  intemoes  was 


not  removod  from  the  can®*  A  dentist  who  was  intern od  ut  the  camp 


was  not  permitted  to  bring  his  own  equipment.  The  Los  Banos  Can® 


was  established  at  a  recognized  endemic  contor  of  malaria,  yet 


quinine  was  not  provided,  and  tho  intemoos  were  not  allowed  to  go 


outside  of  the  fonco  to  take  anti-malarial  measures 


Tho  Japanese  authorities  have  not  provided  sufficient  modioal 


core  for  tho  Amerioan  civilians  held  in  camps  in  and  noar  Shanghai 


and  the  internees  havo  themselves  hrd  to  pay  for  hospitalization  and 


medical  treatment.  Deaths  directly  treooablo  to  inadequate  cere  have 


occurred 
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Even  in  metropolitan  Japan,  the  J.  panose  authorities  have 


failod  to  provide  tnedicul  treatment  for  olvilirn  internees,  and 


it  has  boon  necessary  for  Americans  held  at  l#oshi,  Y<raQkita, 


and  Sumiro  to  pay  for  their  ovm  medical  and  dental  care 


Chargo  XIV.  For  example  the  intemeos  at  Canp  John  Hay  wore 
not  allowed  to  hold  religious  services  during  tho  first  several 
months  of  the  comp's  operation,  and  priests  have  not  boon  allowed 


to  minister  to  prisoners  held  by  the  Japcnoso  in  French  Indochina 


Chargo  XV.  No  copy  of  an  E  glish  translation  of  tho  toxt  of 


tho  Goneva  Prisanors  of  War  convention  has’ boon  avoilehle  to 


civilian  internees  or  prisonors  af  war  nor  have  the  Japanose 


authorities  token  other  steps  to  Inform  the  persons  held  of 


their  rights  under  tho  terms  of  tho  Convention.  R.ports  havo  boon 


rooeivod  of  tho  J  panoso  authorities  informing  prisonors  of  \nxr 


thot  thoy  wore  captives  having  no  rights  undor  international  law 


or  treaty 


Chcjgo  XVI«  At  Camp  O'Donnell  many  of  tho  men  had  to  livo 


without  shelter  during  1942.  In  ono  case  twenty  throo  officers 


wore  assigned  to  a  shack,  fourtoon  by  twonty  foot  in  size.  Drinking 


wetor  T7CB  uxtromoly  scarco,  it  boing  necessary  to  3tand  in  lino 


six  to  ten  hours  to  get  a  drink.  Officors  had  no  both  for  tho 


first  thirty  five  days  in  tho  camp  and  had  but  one  gallon  of  water 


oach  in  which  to  have  their  first  baths  after  that  dolay.  Tho 


kitohon  equipment  consisted  of  cauldrons  and  a  fifty  five  gallon 


drum.  Comotos  were  oookod  in  the  cauldrons,  mashed  with  a  pleco  af 


timber,  and  each  man  xia s  served  ono  spoonful  as  his  ration 


In  late  October  1942,  approximately  970  prisoners  of  war 


wero  transferred  from  the  Manila  area  to  tho  Davao  Penal  Colony 


on  a  transport  vossol  providing  only  twonty  inches  per  men  of 
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sleeping  spaco.  Conditions  on  tho  vossol  wore  so  bod  that  two 


doaths  oocurrod,  end  subsequently  because  of  v/onknoss  some 
fifty  porcent  of  tho  prisoners  foil  by  the  roedsido  on  tho 
march  from  tho  water  front  at  Lasang,  Davao  to  the  Penal  Colony. 
Tho  places  usod  by  tho  Japanese  authorities  for  tho  intern¬ 


ment  of  American  civilians  in  tho  Philippine  Islands  wore  inadequate 
for  the  nunbor  of  porsons  internod.  At  the  Brent  School  at  Baguio, 


twenty  to  thirty  civilians  wore  assigned  sloop ing  acconmodations  in 


a  room  which  had  been  intondod  for  the  uso  of  one  person. 


At  tho  Columbia  Country  Club  at  Shanghai  tho  internoes  were 
obliged  to  spend  CRB  $10,000  of  their  own  funds  to  havo  a  building 
delousod  so  that  they  might  use  it  for  a  needed  dormitory.  At 


rfo ihsien  no  (repeat  no)  refrigoration  equipment  was  furnished  by 
the  Japanese  authorities  and  some  of  tho  few  household  refrigerators 


of  the  internees  v.ero  takon  from  thorn  and  were  usod  by  the  Japanese 


guards,  with  tho  result  that  food  spoilod  during  the  sumner  of  1943 


The  lack  of  sanitary  facilities  is  reported  from  all  of  these  camps 


Charge  XVII.  American  personnel  have  suffered  death  and 


imprisonment  for  participation  in  military  operations.  Doath  and 


long-term  imprison  lont  have  boon  imposed  for  attempts  to  oscape  for 


v/hich  the  maximum  penalty  under  tho  Geneva  Convention  is  thirty  days 


arrest.  Noither  tho  American  Government  nor  its  protecting  Power  has 


been  informed  in  the  nannor  providod  by  tho  Convention  of  these  cases 


or  of  many  other  instances  when  Americans  wore  subjected  to  illegal 


punishment.  Specific  instances  are  cited  under  the  next  charge 


Charge  XV III.  Prisoners  of  war  who  wore  marched  from  Bataan 


to  San  Fernando  in  April  1942  woro  brutally  troatod  by  Japanese 


guards.  The  guards  clubbed  prisoners  who  tried  to  got  wator,  end 


one  prisoner  was  hit  on  the  heed  with  n  club  for  helping  a  follow 
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prisoner  who  had  boon  knockod  iora  by  c  Jcpeneso  ar ny  truck.  A 


colonel  who  pointed  to  q  can  of  salmon  by  the  s  ido  of  the  rood  find 


askod  for  food  for  the  prisoners  wus  struck  on  tho  6ide  of  his  head 


with  tho  con  by  a  Japonoso  offioor.  The  colonel's  faco  was  cut 


open.  Another  colonel  who  had  found  a  sympathetic  Filipino  with  a 


cart  wus  horsewhipped  in  the  face  for  trying  to  give  transportation 


to  persons  unable  to  walk.  At  Lubao  a  Filipino  who  had  beon  run 


through  and  gutted  by  tho  Japonoso  was  hung  over  a  barbed-wire 

An  American  Lioutonnnt  Colonel  was  killed  by  a  Japanese  as 


ho  broke  ranks  to  got  r.  drink  at  a  stream. 

Japanese  sentries  used  riflo  butts  und  bayonets  indiscriminately 
in  forcing  exhausted  prisoners  of  war  to  keep  moving  on  the  march 
from  tho  Cebonatuan  railroad  station  to  Camp  No.  2  in  late  May  1942. 


At  Cabanatuan  Lieutenant  Colonels  Lloyd  Biggs  and  Howard  Breitung 


ilbort,  attampting  to  escape  during  Soptanbor 


end  Lieutenant  R 


1942  wore  severely  bouton  about  the  logs  and  feet  and  then  taken  out 


nd  tiod  to  posts,  wore  3trippod  and  wore  kopt  tied  up 


Thoir  hand3  were  tiod  behind  their  backs  to  tho 


Passing  Filipinos  woro 


posts  so  that  they  could  not  sit  down 


forced  to  beat  thorn  in  tho  faco  with  clubs.  No  food  or  water  wus 


given  thorn.  After  two  days  of  torturo  thoy  were  toL.on  ai/ay  and, 


according  to  the  statements  of  Japanese  guards,  th»y  were  killed, 


one  of  them  by  decapitation.  Othor  Amoriccns  wore  similarly 


tortured  end  shot  without  trial  at  Cabanatuan  in  Juno  or  July  1942 


because  they  endoevorod  to  bring  food  into  tho  oorap.  After  being 


tiod  to  a  fence  post  ineido  the  oenp  for  two  days  thoy  wore  shot. 


At  Cabanatuan  during  tho  sui.iuor  of  1942  t.  e  following  incidents 


occurred:  A  Jopunoso  sontiy  boat  a  private  so  brutally  with  a  shovol 


across  tho  back  and  tho  thigh  that  it  was  nooeosary  to  send  him  to 


tho  hospital.  Anothor  American  was  orippled  for  months  after  his 
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onklo  was  struck  by  q  stone  thrown  by  o  Japcnoso.  Ono  Japanese 
sentry  usod  tho  shaft  of  q  golf  club  to  boat  ^'.mer lc an  prisonars  , 
end  two  Americans,  caught  while  obtaining  food  from  Filipinos, 
wore  beeten  unnerc i fully  on  tho  faoo  and  body.  An  officer  was 
struck  behind  tho  ear  with  a  riding  crop  by  a  Jupcnoso  interpreter. 
Tho  3amo  officer  was  again  bonton  at  Davao  Ponal  Colony  and  is 
now  suffering  fron  partial  paralysis  of  tho  left  side  as  the 
result  of  these  beatings.  Enlisted  won  who  attanptod  to  escape 
wore  boaten  and  put  to  hard  labor  in  chains. 

<.t  tho  Davao  Ponal  Colony,  about  April  1,  1943,  Sergeant  MsFee 
was  shot  end  killed  by  a  Japanese  guard  aftor  catching  a  canteen  full 
of  water  which  had  boon  thrown  to  him  by  another  prisoner  on  tho 
opposite  side  of  a  fence.  Tho  Japcnoso  authorities  attempted  to 
explain  this  shooting  as  an  effort  to  prevent  escape.  Hov/ovor,  tho 
guard  shot  tho  sorgoant  several  times  and,  in  addition,  shot  into 
tlie  barrack  on  tho  opposite  side  of  the  fonoo  toward  the  prisoner  who 
had  thrown  the  canteen.  ,.t  about  the  sane  timo  and  placo  an  officer 
returning  fron  a  work  detail  triod  to  bring  some  sugarcano  for  tho 
nen  in  the  hospital.  For  this  ho  ;;c.s  tied  to  a  stake  for  twenty-four 
hours  and  severely  beaten. 

In  the  internment  camp  at  Baguio  a  boy  of  sixteen  v/ns  knocked 
down  by  a  Japanese  guard  for  talking  to  an  intornoo  girl,  and  on 
oldorly  internee  was  struck  rith  a  whip  when  he  failed  to  riso 
rapidly  from  hi3  chair  et  tho  approach  of  a  Japcnoso  officor. 
iir.  R.  Gray  died  at  Baguio  on  Lfcrch  14,  1942  after  being  boaton 
and  given  the  water  cure  by  police  authorities. 

At  Santo  Tomas,  Mr.  Zrogstadt  died  in  a  military  prison  aftor 
being  corporally  punished  for  his  attempted  escape* 

HULL 
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PLAIN 

Juno  21,  1944 

AMU3GATION , 

BEEN. 

w  r.  » 

23.15,  twenty-first  ' 

ALERBLiN  H.TEHE3TS  -  JAPAN 

Request  tho  Swiss  Government  to  express  to  Gorgo  the 
thanks  of  the  Unitod  Statos  Government  for  having  pointed  out 
to  tho  Japanese  Government  that  Japan’s  advoroaries  naturally- 

conclude  froja  its  poralstont  refusal  to  permit  Swiss  ropresonta- 

| 

tives  to  visit  comps  in  Japonc so- occupied  territoiy  that 
conditions  prevailing  in  tho  unvisitod  coups  are  not  as  they 
should  be.  • 

The  Government  of  tho  United  Stf.too  has  notod  with  interest 
Shigoexitsu’s  stateiacnt  that  ho  is  endeavoring  to  bring  about  an 
improvement  in  the  conditions  under  whioh  American  nationals 
are  hold  in  Japan  and  Jepanosc-occupiod  torritorioa,  end  that 
the  quostion  of  permitting  visits  to  camps  In  occupiod 
territories  is  boing  given  oonsid oration.  Note  has  also  boon 
taken  of  Shigeraltou’s  charectorization  of  tho  roloaso  of 
reports  of  tho  nogloct  raid  cruel  treatuont  of  Americans  in 
Japanese  custody  as  an  atrocity  oanpaigi  intonded  to  discrodit 
Japan.  A 

Tho  Government  of  tho  Unitud  Stotou  emphasizoo,  end  dosiros 
Gorgo  so  to  inform  tho  Jc.panoso  Govornmont,  that  the  published 
reports  to  which  Shigomitsu  ob .loots  aro  accounts  of  tho  sufferings 

I  U 

of  niaorloen  nationals  in  camps  in  Jupane so -occupied  torritorioa 

that  coma  into  tho  hand3  of  American  Government  agencies  frau 

roliablo  sources.  To  und  tho  publication  of  such  accounts  Japan  has 

only  to  remove  the  conditions  giving  rise  to  such  cocounts  and  ponalt  ,i 


Swiss  roprosuntatives  so  to  inform  tho  United  Statos  Govommont. 
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2-  2115,  twenty-first,  to  Born. 


The  Government  of  tho  United  .jtcto3  is  obligod  to  inform 
its  citizens  of  the  condilioi  of  Its  nationals  in  onojy  custody. 

Tho  continued  refusals  of  the  Jayneso  Gov  eminent  to  poirait 
viaits  by  representatives  of  the  Protecting  Power  to  camiB  in 
Jnpunoso- occupied  territories  leads  naturally  to  tho  conclusion 
that  conditions  in  these  ureas  continuo  to  remain  unsatisfactory 
end  such  as  to  make  Japan  c shamed  to  have  than  obsorved  by  neutrals. 

In  giving  reality  to  its  numerous  professions  of  its  intent 

to  apply  humanitarian  considerations  in  its  trertmont  of  prisoners 

of  war  end  civilicn  internees  end  in  making  tho  improvements 

promised  by  ohigenitsu,  the  Japanese  Govormaant  has  at  its  ccnwrnd 

tho  most  effective  method  of  removing  tho  causes  of  unfavorable 

reports  and  thereby  preventing  tho  future  publication  of  such 

roports.  Whon  the  Japnnoso  Government  occords  to  American  nationals 

the  humanitarian  treatment  it  has  promised  and  when  it  permits 

representatives  of  the  Swiss  Government  to  visit  all  places  where 

American  nationals  are  held  'aid  .to  verify  cad  confirm  tint  their 

treatment  is  in  accordance  with  tho  promises  of  tho  Japanese 

Government ,  tho  United  Status  Government  will  be  in  n  position  to 

reassure  tho  relatives  and  friends  of  American  nationals  held  by 

% 

Japan  with  rcg.ru  to  their  condition  and  treatmont. 

(The  United  St'.tos  Govo:nment  continues  to  hope  that  tho 
J \p  nose  Govommont  vtIII  bo  porsuadod  without  further  dolay  to 
oncblo  tho  Swiss  reproDontotivos  to  visit  all  detained  nationals 
of  tho  Ui-itod  States  nhorever  detained.  There  would  socsn  to  bo  no 
reason  -why  tho  Japanese  Govornmont  should  not  ponnit  such  visits  with- 

out  prejudice  to  tho  juridical  position  token  by  Japan  on  tho 

*  \ 

question  of  representation  of  enemy  Intoroots.  Soo  Dopartnunt’s  2060, 
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PLAIN 


AMLEGATION 


US  URGENT 


AMERICAN  INTERESTS  -  PHILIPPINIS. 

Request  Swiss  Government  to  communlcato  following  message  to 
Gorge  to  be  delivered  textunlly  to  the  Japaneso  Government j 
The  Government  of  the  United  States  has  received  from 
reliable  sources  that  certain  American  civilian  internees  in  the 
Philippine  Islands  have  boon  removed  from  the  Los  Bonos  Canp  to 
Fort  MsKlnley  whore  a  major  ammunition  dump  for  control  Luzon 


is  maintained 


As  Article  9  of  the  Geneva  Prisoners  of  W&r  Convention 
provides  that  no  prisonor  may,  at  any  time,  be  sent  into  a  region 
where  he  might  bo  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  combat  zone,  nor 
usod  to  give  protection  from  bombardment  to  certain  points  or 
certain  regions  by  his  prosenco,  tho  action  taken  by  the  Japanese 
authorities  constitutes  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  obligation 
undertaken  by  it  to  apply  to  civilian  interneos  In  so  far  as 
they  are  adaptable,  the  provisions  of  the  Geneva  Convention  and  of 
its  commitment  at  all  times  to  accord  protection  and  humane  treat¬ 
ment  to  the  American  nationals  in  its  o  us  tody.  The  United  States 
Government  expeots  that  the  Japanese  Government  will  at  once  remove 
the  American  nationals  at  Fort  MoXinlqy  to  a  rogion  far  enougx  from 
military  installations  for  them  to  be  out  of  dongor,  and  thEt  the 
Japanese  Government  >7ill  exorcise  ovory  care  to  forestall  a  repetition 
of  the  violation  of  tho  laws  of  war  in  exposing  civilian  intomeos  or 
prisoners  of  .<ar  to  bombardment  by  housing  than  in  arena  In  the 
vicinity  of  military  objoctivos. 
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Department 


PLAIN 


AMLEGaTION 


HEEN  • 

1022,  TEUTH 

AMERICAN  INTERESTS  -  JAPAN 


Request  Swiss  Government  to  communicate  the  following  textually 
to  the  Japanese  Government  j 

t^UOTE  American  prisoners  of  war  who  survived  the  sinking  on 
September  7,  1944,  of  a  Japanese  freighter  on  which  they  were  beiig 
transported  off  the  coast  of  Mindanao,  Philippine  Islands,  have  tado 
comprehensive  reports  to  the  United  States  Government  of  the  conditions 
under  which  American  prisoners  were  held  in  the  Philippics.  These 
reports  further  corroborate  the  reports  made  earlier  that  the  treatment 
accorded  to  prisoners  of  war  in  the  Philippines  has  been  consistently 
cruel  and  inhumane. 


In  the  present  instance,  the  United  States  Government  protests 
vigorously  with  regard  to  the  conditions  of  captivity  under  which  650 
pi isoners  were  held  et  the  Lasnng  Air  Field  and  the  abuses  to  which 
they  were  systematically  subjected.  The  united  States  Government 
charges  that  the  Japanese  authorities  have  violated  the  Japanese 
Government's  conuitment  to  apply  to  prisoners  of  war  the  provisions 
of  the  Geneva  Prisoners  of  War  Convention,  and  to  observe  the  basic 
principles  of  the  Hague  Convention: 

(1)  650  American  prisoners  of  war  wore  compelled  to  work  on 
the  Lasang  Air  Field,  a  known  military  installation. 

(2)  Officer  prisoners  were  forcod  to  perform  labor  anl  non¬ 
commissioned  officers  were  co::pelled  to  perform  labor  other  than  of 
a  supervisory  nature. 

(3)  Officer  prisoners  were  forced  to  perfonn  nonial  and  degrading 
tasks.  In  an  effort  to  humiliate  them  they  were  forced  to  wash  the 
clothes  of  the  enlisted  ::en. 

(4)  Corporal  punishment  of  utmost  severity  was  inflioted 
upon  the  slightest  provocation.  Upon  me  occasion  Lieutenant 
Hosica  forced  prisoners  to  kneel  for  a  long  period  with  their 
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shinbones  on  tho  sharp  edge  of  railroad  traoks  in  such  a 
position  that  m03t  of  the  freight  of  their  bodies  was  carried 

/ 

by  their  shinbones.  Afterwards,  tho  men  were  compelled  to 
run  bare-footed  on  sharp  coral  gravel  for  several  kilometers. 

On  other  occasions,  individual  prisoners  returned  to  camp 
covered  with  blood  as  a  result  of  having  been  bouton  and  kioked 
by  Lieutenant  Hosimoto. 

(5)  The  prisoners  wore  forced  to  subsist  on  starvation 
rations.  Food  furnished  to  the  prisoners  was  neither  equal 
in  quantity  or  quality  to  that  given  Japanese  soldiers.  Half 
the  vogotablo  issue  wQ3  usually  delivered  spoiled  and  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  Jfcat  and  fish  were  rarely  furnished.  At 
times  a  carabao  wa3  butchered,  but  only  the  head  and  ribs  were 
supplied  to  th6  650  prisoners,  the  meat  being  retained  by  the  200 
Japanese  guards. 

(6)  Tho  latrines  provided  for  the  prisoners  of  war 
defied  all  established  rules  of  sanitation.  As  the  original 
placement  of  tho  latrines  behind  the  prisoners •  barracks  proved 
offensive  to  the  Jupanese  officers,  the  latrines  wero  moved  to 
a  position  close  to  and  between  the  prisoners'  barracks  where 
thqy  polluted  the  wells  from  which  the  prisoners'  drinking  water 
was  drawn. 

(7)  Prisoners  wero  deprived  of  their  shoes.  On  iferoh  2,  1944 
new  shoos  were  issued  to  the  prisoners  from  Rod  Cross  supplies 
fumishod  by  this  Government.  On  or  about  April  8,  1944,  tho 
Japanese  authorities  co;opelled  the  prisoners  to  surrender  their 
shoes  end  did  not  return  than  until  August  20,  1944.  Although 

the  mon  rcpeatpdly  requested  that  their  shoes  be  rotumed  or 
that  nt  least  sandals  be  issued,  their  requests  wero  ignored 
with  the  result  that  their  feet  beoamo  severely  lacerated  from 
the  sharp  corul  on  which  they  were  forced  to  work. 
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The  obusivo,  cruel)  and  Inhume no  treatment  which  has 
characterized  tho  administration  of  prisonar  of  war  comps  in 
the  Philippines  is  affirmed  unanimously  by  prisoners  who  have 

I 

escaped  from  thoso  camps. 

The  Unitod  Statos  Oovommont  demands  that,  in  fulfillaont 
of  the  obligations  asoumed  by  tho  Japanoso  Govommont  r/ith 
rogard  to  Americano  tukon  prisoner  of  war  by  Japan,  thut  Govom 
mont  take  steps  effectively  to  provont  tho  continuation  in  all 
Japaneso  prisoner  of  war  camps  of  tho  inhumane  practices  that 
bavo  disgraced  Japan  in  its  edministration  of  prioonor  of  vttxr 
camps  in  tho  Philippines,  UNQUOTE 


GREW 

Acting 
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DOCUidiT  10-T 


■jcaa.Tiow 


1371,  Sixth 


A1CRIC..N  INTERESTS  -  PHILIPPINES 


Roquest  Swiss  Government  to  coianunicr.to  tho  following  message 
to  Gorgo  to  bo  dolivorod  toxtually  to  tho  Jap.-neso  Government t 


QUOTE  Tho  Unitod  Staton  Government  has  received  evidonco 


of  tho  nurd  or  by  tho  Juponeoo  authorities  of  four  American 


citizous,  Carroll  Calkins  Grlnnoll,  ..lfrod  Francis  Dugglcby 


Ernor.t  Bail  Johnson,  end  Clifford  I/n.Tonco  Inrson,  civilian 


intomoos  in  §nuto  Tomas  Internment  Coii>,  Minilr..  Mr.  Orinnell 
was  tho  spokesman  of  tho  Santo  Tonus  Intornnont  Coup. 


Thcoo  four  .j.ioricun  nationals  woro  arrootod  end  inprisonod 


within  tho  Santo  Tonu3  interment  Cnnp  by  tho  Joponoso  Military 


r-olico  on  Doooubor  23,  1944.  No  inforrjntion  was  ever  given  to  tho 


coup  authorities  r  ith  rospoot  to  tho  clmrgos  for  which  those  non 


?.»oro  hold.  Mr.  Johnson  was  rur.ovod  from  tho  camp  on  or  about 


Docombor  24,  1944.  lasers.  Orinuoll,  Duggleby  and  Larson  wore 


roraovod  from  tho  comp  on  January  5,  1945.  On  Dcconbor  31,  1944, 


Mr.  Johnson  \x.a  soon  at  tho  Military  Polioo  Station  ct  tho  comor 


Mabini  Stroots.  Tho  other  throo  men  were 


of  Corbabitarto  raid 


Their  bodies  together  with  ton  unidentified 


novor  Qgain  soon  alive 


oorpsos  mqto  found  buriod  in  a  fiold  near  tho  houdquartors  of  the 


Japanese  Military  Polico.  Tho  fourteen  bodies  wore  v/irod  togothor  in 


radical  oxnrainntion  of  tho  bodies  determined 


groups  of  a  few  oach. 


that  death  had  occurrod  on  or  about  January  15,  1945 


In  viow  of  tho  fact  that  tho  Japanese  Government  undertook  to 


apply  tho  provisions  of  tho  Geneva  Prisonors  of  Convention  to 
civilian  internees  in  so  far  as  those  provisions  aro  adaptable,  the 


murder  of  those  ..norioon  citizons  constitutes  a  flagrant  violation  of 
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»  . 

tho  obligations  undortakon  by  tho  J~.pauoao  Goverunont. 

TUo  United  States  Oovornuont  denands  that  tho  unnerrantod 
nr/  despotic  action  of  the  Japanese  authorities  coacornod  bo 
Itsodiatoly  investigated,  that  those  who  ordorod  and  connittod 
tho  acts  heroin  reported  shell  be  brought  to  full  account  for 
their  oriijos,  and  that  tho  finding*  ctf  tho  investigation  and  tho 
dato  of  the  punishnonts  shall  bo  sont  to  this  Qovernnont*  Tho 
United  Stutos  Govern: jout  further  donnnds  that  tho  Japanese 
Oovomnont  shall  take  all  stops  necosscry  to  prevent  in  any 
territory  under  JapaneBo  control  a  repetition  of  such  barbarous 
end  arbitrary  deeds  which  aro  in  utter  disregard  of  the 
Japanese  Govemxnt's  coiaraitnont  to  apply  tho  hunenitnrian 
standards  of  tho  Genova  Prisoners  of  at; r  Convention  to  interned 
.jaorioun  nationals  in  its  custody. 

ACHES  ON,  «OTDIG 
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AMLECLTION 


185V,  nineteenth 


iiUIRICiU  HITEEEST3  -  Jib'll 


Please  request  Swiss  Logation  to  transmit  following  text ually 


to  Japanese  Government: 


QUOTE  The  United  States  Government  charges  the  J  pancse 
Government  with  the  wanton  murder  of  George  J.  Louis  at  the  Los  Banos 


Internment  Conp,  Philippine  islands,  on  January  £8,  1945. 

Mr.  Louis,  Loving  left  tho  carp  to  purchase  food  was  shot,  but 
not  (repeat  not)  fatally,  at  6:55  a.m.  on  January  28  as  ho  was 
returning  to  camp.  An  uppool  by  internees  to  remove  Mr.  Louis  to 
the  Gamp  Hospital  was  denied  by  tho  Japanose  authorities.  At  7jl0 
a.m.,  throe  intornoes  were  summoned  to  tho  office  of  I<£jor  Iwanska, 


tho  Coup  Comnondpnt,  and  infonnod  by  him  that  Mr.  Louis’  execution 
must  bo  completed,  since  he  Lad  oruorod  that  tho  guards  shoot  SUBQ.U0TE 
until  they  kill  BtD  SUB4'„U0TE  any  person  violating  tho  carp  boundaries. 
A  Comnittee  of  internoos  intorcodod  with  tho  car?)  Corrxmdant 


to  stay  the  execution  of  Mr.  Louis  but  the  Comi.rndrnt  was  adamant 
Mr.  Louis,  still  alivo,  -/as  carriod  by  gu/.rd3  on  un  improvised 
Btretchor  to  a  clump  of  oemboo  outside  the  camp  grounds  end  shot 


through  the  head. 

The  United  States  Government  most  vigorously  protests  tho 
arbitrary  action  of  Tfcjor  Iv/anska  in  carrying  out  tho  execution 
of  Mr.  Louis  as  boing  in  direct  violation  of  Articlos  47,  50,  51, 

52  cml  60  through  67  of  tho  Gonova  Prisoners  of  flar  Convention  and  a 
repudiation  of  tho  humanitarian  standards  which  tho  Japanese  Govern¬ 
ment  has  professod  it  is  maintaining  in  its  treatment  of  American 
nationals  in  its  custody. 


Serial  #117 
pages  347-348 


PURL :  http :  f/www.  legal-tool^Jg/ doc/93  da4f/ 


In  tho  early  dawn  it  night  bo  conceivablo  that  the  guard 


could  not  diacorn  that  Mr.  Louis  ncs  returning  to  tho  camp 


and  that  tho  guard  fired  tho  first  shot  bolioving  ho  v/as  pre 


venting  a  possible  escape.  Thor©  is  no  Justification,  however, 


for  the  oumarry  and  cold-blooded  execution  of  Mr.  Louis  an  hour 


and  a  half  la tor 


Tho  United  States  Gavornnont  demands  that  Mijor  Iwonska 


bo  brought  to  full  account  for  this  crirx  and  expects  that  the 


Japaneso  Government  nill  notify  it  of  tho  punishment  inflicted 


upon  him.  UNQUOTE 


GPEff 

(Acting) 
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document  io-v 


ALLEGATION 


AIURJOAN  H.TEHESTS  -  JAPAN 


Please  request  Swiss  to  transmit  verbatira  to  Japanese 
Government  following  message: 

QUOTE:  The  brutal  massecro  on  Docenber  l'*.,  1944  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  American  prisoners  of  war  at  Puerto  prinoese, 
Palawan,  Philippine  Islands,  by  the  personnel  of  the  Ogawa  Tai 
Construction  Corps  has  profoundly  shcckod  the  Government  and 
the  people  of  the  United  States. 

At  noon  of  that  day  the  prisoners  who  had  beer,  detailed 
to  work  on  a  nearby  airfield  were  recallod  to  oamp.  Following 
upon  a  series  of  air  raid  alnxmo  ‘•yf}  Japanose  guards  forced 
tho  prisoners  into  air  raid  shelters  witbm*  vhe  camp  compound. 
The  shelters  were  tuimelo  30ms  seventy-five  feet  loa*  *ith 
openings  at  each  end.  About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
fifty  to  sixty  Japanese  guards  armed  with  rifles  and  machine 
guns  and  carrying  buclcots  of  gasoline  and  lighted  torches, 
approached  the  shelters.  They  emptied  the  gasoline  into  the 
oponinga  of  the  tunnels  and  hurled  the  blazing  torches  after 
it.  Violent  explosions  followed.  The  victims,  anvelopod  in 
flames  and  screaming  in  agony,  awarmod  from  the  shelters  only 
to  be  mowed  down  by  maohine  guns  or  attaokod  with  bayonets. 

Four  officers  rixo  had  sou^t  shelter  elsewhere  suffered  a 
similar  fate.  One  of  thorn,  emerging  in  flames  from  his  retreat, 
approachsd  a  J-penese  offioer  er.d  plod  that  tho  oernage  be 
a  4*  /vrm  A  .  Hn  waa^ruthlossly  shot  down.  In  order  to  insure  that 
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no  living  prir!onor3  renainod  in  the  shelters,  the  guards  fired 


the  tunnels  with  dynamite  charges 


A:-out  forty  prisonei’s  cucceedod  in  escaping  from  the  com¬ 


pound  by  throwing  thanselvos  over  a  fifty-feet  cliff  onto  tho 


bouch  bolow.  Landing  barges  patrolling  the  bay  and  sentries 


on  the  shore  fired  upon  them.  I.tuiy  mooning  in  ugony,  were 


buried  alive  by  their  captors.  One,  who  had  roached  the  v.-ator 
and  struck  out  to  sea,  v;aa  recapturod  and  brought  back  to  land 


where  Japanese  soldiers,  prodding  him  with  beyoneta,  forced  him 
to  walk  along  tho  beaoh.  A  Japanese)  guard  poured  gasoline  upon 
the  priuonors  foot  and  set  fire  to  it.  Ignoring  his  entreaties 


that  he  be  shot  tho  Jupenese  soldiers  deliberately  set  fire  to 


his  other  foot  and  to  both  his  hands.  They  mocked  end  derided 


hen  bayonetted  him  until  he  collapsed 


Thereupon  they  poured  gasoline  ovor  hie  body  and.  watched  tho 


flames  devour  it 


Such  barbaric  behaviour  on  tho  part  of  the  Japanese  armed 


forces  is  on  offense  to  all  civilized  poople.  The  Japanese 


Government  cannot  oscapo  responsibility  for  thi3  crime.  Tho 


United  States  Government  demands  that  appropriate  pun'-shr-ea' 


be  inflicted  on  all  those  who  dirocted  or  participated  su 


it.  It  expect 3  to  receive  from  tho  Japanese  Government 


notification  that  such  punishment  Las  boon  inflicted.  The 


United  States  Government  furthor  demanc.3  that  the  Japanese 


Government  take  such  action  ns  nay  bo  necessary  to  forestall 


tho  repetition  of  offenses  of  so  heinous  a  nature  and  assure 


the  United  Status  Government  thot  such  outrages  will  not 


again  bo  inflicted  upon  American  prisoners  of  war  in  Japanese 


custody 
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BEH1J 


1992,  Eighth 


Roquost  Gorgo  to  deliver  the  following  moosago  textually 


to  tho  Japanese  Government  end  to  inform  the  Depurturnt  of  the 


date  of  its  delivery 


Q.U0TL  The  United  States  Government  has  boon  .reliably  inf  armed 


that  the  civilian  internoos  in  tho  Shanghai  civilian  Assembly 


Centers  cro  in  grevo  danger  of  starvation.  It  is  roportod  that 


the  Japanese  Government  has  from  tho  beginning  cf  tho  year  stoadily 


decrocsod  tho  food  deliveries  to  tho  con tors.  It  is  reported  the 


intornooo  rccoivo  one  ncsl  daily  consiating  of  approximately 


ono  ounce  of  neat,  occasionally  substituted  by  fish  or  powdered 


eggs,  tliroo  to  four  ounces  of  vegetable,  one  mod ium-sizc  potato, 


ono  sir.ll  beet  and  tv/olvo  ounces  of  bite):  bread,  lo  internoos 


recoivu  noithor  tea  or  other  bovoragos  nar  any  other  food  produots 


than  those  above  mentioned 


The  failure  cf  the  Japanese  Govemmsnt  to  furnish  the  internees 


with  sufficient  food  cannot  bo  attributed  to  food  slnrtngos  since 


tho  supplies  of  foodstuffs  controlled  by  tho  Japoueso  authorities 


in  Shanghai  remain  plentiful.  Tho  Jr  pane  so  Govemner  t,  were  it  is 


so  inclined,  could  errengo  to  deliver  foodstuffs  in  tho  amounts 


required  and  without  delay.  Urgont  representations  have  resulted 


in  no  improvements  by  tho  looal  J  pone so  authorities  who  openly 


admit  tho  inndoquocy  of  the  credits  made  availc.blo  by  the  J  pt-.no so 


Govomraont  for  provisioning  tho  comps. 


The  J  panose  Government  entered  into  a  solemn  obligation  by 


agroomeut  with  tho  Government  of  the  United  States  to  obsorvo  the 


huiaano  standards  of  Iho  Geiiova  Convontior.  in  the  treatment  of 
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civilian  intomoos  end  prisoners  of  war  in  its  cuotody.  By  its 


refusal  to  pomit  the  repatriation  of  Aiaorionn  nationals  it  has 


furtlior  obligated  itsolf  to  safeguard  then  fraa  starvation  end 


doath 


T Government  of  tho  U:.itofi  States  cello  again  upon  tiio 


Japensso  Govoinnent  to  carry  out  its  egroemcr.t  to  observe  tho 


humane  stcndnrdu  of  tho  Gouova  Convention  and  to  givo  of  feet  to 


ho  nations  and  pooplos 


its  many  public  tnd  solemn  declarations  to 


of  tho  world  that  it  is  a. ccoidiig  humane  troaiuont  to  the  civilian 


intomoos  and  Prisoners  of  war  in  ita  custody 


Tho  United  States  Government  demands  that  the  Japanese 


Government  without  delay  put  fortli  exceptional  offorts  to  remedy 


tho  gravo  food  situation  in  the  civilian  assembly  centers  at 


Shi-nghai  and  in  any  oth.  r  oiviliun  or  prisoner  of  wear  conns  whore 


thoso  conditions  may  provail,  r.t  prosont  unknown  to  this  Govomnont. 


Tho  Uuitod  States  Govorm^ont  demands  tho  Japanese  Govomment’s 


solemn  assurance  that  this  has  boon  dono 


Should  vho  Japenoso  Govemnout  oontinuc  to  deprive  civilian 


intorneos  and  prisoners  of  war  in  its  custody  of  the  food  nocoserry 


to  safoguard  then  from  starvation  arid  m into  in  then  in  hon.lt  h,  tho 


Uuitod  States  Government  hereby  solemnly  declares  that  it  will 


hold  personally  and  officially  responsible  for  this  crime  nil  of 


the  officials  at*  tho  Japanese  Government,  rogardlcss  of  position 


or  status,  who  hevo  participated  therein  either  through  noglcct 


or  from  wilful  intont  ana  will  in  duo  courso  bring  thorn  t.o  jud®nont 


It  solemnly  doclaros  that  it  will  visit  upon  all  such  individuals 


the  punisliment  .hich  is  thoir  duo.  UNCJJOTE 
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PLAIN 


•MLlSLiTIOII 


2432,  Thirty-first 


Requost  Swiss  to  inform  Jap  Govt  ns  follows:  QUOTE  As  of 
July  4,  1945,  Jopnnose  civilian  internoos  held  in  tho  Unitod 
States  reooivod  daily  4*831  pounds  of  food  representing  4100 
calories.  Tho  foods  aro  cs  follows,  giving  first  tho  woight  in 
pounds  and  socond  tho  caloric  content* 


Ifcats  &  Fish 
Eggs 

Milk  &  Che 030 

Margarine 

Fats,  othor 

Sugurs 

Ceroals 

Legumes 

Vegetables 

Tomatoes 

Citrus  fruits 

Potatoes 

Vegetables,  othor 
Fruits,  other 
Fruit3,  dried 
Beverages 
Miscellaneous 


.4425 

.10725 

.56744 

.036 

.05625 

.2255 

1.234 

.044 

.548 

.05104 

.18 

.70 

.33526 

.147 

.045 

.069 

.04317 


Tho  Japanoso  Government  will  obsorve  that  tho  foregoing  diet 
is  well  balanced. 


follows: 
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Tho  US  Govt  is  beoouing  increasingly  conoemod  about  tho  food 
which  tho  Japanese  Govt  provides  for  jmerloan  pows  and  civilian 
intornoos  in  Jopancso  occupied  torritoiy  as  woll  as  in  Japan 
propor.  Roports  road  in  tho  US  indicate  that  ut  many  canpo  tho 
food  situation  is  deteriorating*  Tho  condition  of  American 
nationals  liberated  from  Japanese  imprisonment  in  the  PAilippino 
Islands  v/aa  suoh  that  tho  US  Govt  knows  thet  its  concern  for  tho 
health  of  American  nationals  hold  by  tho  Jr.pr.ueso  is  not  (ropoat 
not)  unfounded. 


The  US  Govt  has  frett  the  oorliest  days  of  tho  wr  been  con¬ 
cerned  because  of  tho  deleterious  oi’fect  of  Jupaneso  diet  upon 
.aaerioan  nationals  uncccu3to..>od  to  oriontal  foods.  It  has  folt 


not  only  that  oriental  foods  night  be  difficult  for  .jnorican 
nationals  to  become  accustomed  to  but  uIbo  that  tho  nutritive 


value  of  tho  food  would  bo  loss  than  that  to  which  tho  Americans 
\ 

wore  accustomed.  Tho  food  supplied  Anorican  pous  aid  internees 
has  been  a  subjoct  of  continuous  rsprosentations  by  tho  US  Govt 
(Seo  Dept’s  2934,  Aug  25,  19-14  end  Depths  1992,  Jan.  8,  1945). 
The  Japanese  Govt  has  not  (repeat  not)  taken  adequate  stops  to 
furnish  ad equate  food  for  Americano  in  its  hands. 


Since  the  beginning  of  tho  war  the  American  authorities  in 
contrast  to  tho  Japanese  authorities,  have  supplied  food  to 
Japanese  civilicn  internoos  and  pzisor.ors  of  war  which  was  not  only 
sufficient  in  quantity  but  \n s  in  accordance  v:ith  tho  national 
tastos  of  the  prisoners  and  internees.  To  the  knowlodgo  of  tl» 
Unitod  States  Govommunt  no  complaints  have  been  undo  about  the 
food  givon  to  Japanese  nationals  held  by  the  American  authorities. 

The  recent  ection  of  the  Jap  Govt  in  stopping  all  financial 
assistance  for  Anoricon  nationals  in  prisoner  of  war  aid  civilian 
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internee  ootipe  operatod  by  tho  Japanese  (your  3393,  July  fi), 
Indloatos  that  tho  Japaneso  Oovcmuont  will  not  (repoat  not) 
pomit  the  US  Govt  to  ubo  tho  only  Method  which  has  thus  far 
been  open  to  it  to  provido  sustenance  on  q  regular  bcsi3  for 
.jaerioans  hold  by  tho  Japancao .  Unloss  the  Japanese  Govcmnont 
permits  neutral  representatives  to  purohjso  rolief  supplies  for 
the  use  of  ,»nerioan  nationals  or  unless  thu  Japanoso  Govommait 
supports  prisoners  of  war  raid  civilian  intcmocs  in  accoidcnee 
with  its  obligations,  tho  United  Statos  Government  can  only 
assume  that  the  Jap  Govt  sanctions  the  starvation  of  ^jacrican 
pows  and  civilian  intomoos  in  its  custody. 

The  US  Gavt  oxpeots  tho  Jap  Govt  pro  \ptly  to  give  assuranoes 
that  Americans  in  its  hands  v/ill  bo  protected  frou  starvation. 
The  US  Govt  also  expoots  tho  Japanese  Gov omnont  to  indicate 
the  stops  i/hich  it  proposos  to  toko  to  assure  that  huerioans 
in  its  hunds  will  not  starve. 

Tho  US  Govt  Giaphasizos  to  the  Jap  Govt  the  seriousness 

with  which  it  viows  imports  that  iUiericans  in  Japanese  hands 

aro  on  starvation  rations.  Tho  US  Govt  declared  that  the  Jcp 

Govt  and  its  officers  will  not  bo  nblo  to  avoid  responsibility 

for  the  starvation  of  iJnorioons  in  Japanoso  custody.  UNQUOTE. 

pGREW 
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